
MOSSYROCK CITY COUNCIL MEETING

August 13th, 2020
I     Call to Order 

The council meeting was called to order at approximately 6:09 p.m. by Mayor Randall Sasser.
II   Roll Call – 6:10
Present were Mayor Randall Sasser, Treasurer Angeleetta Hartmann, Council Members: Bea Minnear, Greg Smith, Teresa Quinlan, and City Attorney Proxy Marissa Jay. Excused/Absent: Jeff Bellino and City Engineer.
Mr. Sasser said we have a quorum and have one vacancy.
III   Setting of Agenda 6:13
Mr. Sasser said he would like to make one possible change if it was ok with the council, we have a potential person who is interested in becoming a council member, each member should have a letter from Shannon, and he would like to do is be able to bring that up from the new business up to the front of the agenda so they could have some discussion and then possibly swear her in. Mr. Sasser asked if that would be a problem in moving that up on the agenda. Mr. Smith said it was fine with him and Mrs. Quinlan said it was ok with her. A motion was asked for and Mrs. Minnear motioned to move the Council Applicant up to the setting of the agenda portion. Mr. Smith seconded, question called and passed.

Council Member Applicant - Shannon Mcarron

Mr. Sasser asked Mrs. Mcarron to explain her situation and how long she has lived in the city. Mrs. Mcarron said she has lived in the area most her life and graduated from Mossyrock High School, she lives on W. Main St., right here in town. She was told that there was a position open and if it did not get filled by somebody local the county would step in. She said she did not want that so if we wanted her she was here to help. She has kids and they attend the local schools. She asked if they had any questions of her. Mrs. Minnear asked her if being at the meetings in the evening would be a problem, Mrs. Mcarron said no because her husband is home to be able to take care of them. Mr. Sasser then commented that the meetings were at 7 pm but will now be at 6 pm which is a better time for everyone. Mr. Sasser then asked Mrs. Mcarron what she thought her strongest attribute she would bring to the council. Mrs. Mcarron replied that she takes all things into consideration before she makes a decision. It is what is best for the majority, she is not here for herself but for her community. She will make her decisions on what is best for the city.
Mr. Smith made a motion to appoint Shannon Mcarron to the position of City Council Member Position #3, Mrs. Quinlan seconded. Question called; motion passed. Mr. Rose asked how long she would serve, and it will be till the next election for that position. Mr. Rose asked if it was the next General Election and it was commented that she was just elected, and it was thought that it was for two years.

Mrs. Mcarron was then sworn in by Mayor Randall Sasser at 6:16 pm.

IV   Treasurer’s Report 6:17
See attached report.
Mr. Sasser commented on the expenses $206,000 mentioned, these monies were already accounted for in the budget. We knew we had about $100,000 going out on the clarifier and about $80,000 on the water meters. Even though this number seems very large, these are funds that have been identified last year for those projects. We did go over a little on the meters by about $7,000 to $8,000, but we did build in a cushion for that. Some discussion followed.
Mr. Sasser then commented on the RMSA grant and what the sewer camera will do for us in helping us to find issues to resolve sooner than later. More discussion.

Mr. Sasser then commented on our checking account and what the balance is that we try to keep in the bank, we have dropped down but are keeping an eye to make sure we do not get too low. Some discussion followed but he commented that the health of the city is still good.
Mr. Smith motioned to accept the Treasurer's Report and Mrs. Mcarron seconded. Question called and motion passed.
V   Staff and Committee Reports 6:23
A.    
Public Works (Mr. Sasser)
Water: The Public Works Team replaced the City's water meters. These were all completed and the last one went into the ground today. They also found multiple leaks in the process on both the city's side and the customer's side. The new meters helped multiple customers realize they had leaks already. Did a test run on Friday to read meters, where it used to take two to three days with about four people, now anyone of us can drive through the city and in an hour or two, read all the meters. When we did the test last Friday, down by the school they told them they had a water leak and they said they did not have one but when they tracked it down it was in the men's bathroom under the grandstands and one of the urinals was running. This system will be able to help us detect any leaks and alert the homeowners. More discussion.
Wastewater:  Meadow Lane lift station is running great. Electrical upgrades are done on that. Sealing of the manholes taken care of. The wastewater plant is running very efficiently - 98.8 % BOD Bio-Chemical Demand removal. And 99.2% TSS Total Suspended Solids removal. Today they were at 99.9%. Clarifier is ready but we are doing some minor upgrades. Dept of Ecology said we had to get this updated if we wanted to apply for any grants.

Streets: The Public Works Team patched around the Meadow Lane lift station. They also re-seeded the neighbor's yard where equipment tore up things. Thanks to the County for sealing and restriping East State Street. It was a big change for us to do a regrind and resurface East State Street. That was not going to be on the agenda this year because we had five other streets that we were going to chip seal, but noticing the fuel tax that we get money from for our streets was going to be down considerably, we chose to reroute those funds from the chip seal to E. Main (State). It was about $29,000. Discussion followed. We did change our patching product; we are using a product called EZ Street now. It is much better, and the county is using it. We even had a gentleman come out and demonstrate it for us and it is cheaper for us.
Mr. Smith asked how quickly the meters are read. Mrs. Hartman gave an example of Mr. Stevens taking the tablet out to read meters and before he left the office he was already receiving pings and by the time he got to the corner of Smith and Son he had quite a few more. So, Mr. Smith said it reads quickly, Mr. Sasser said yes.

Mrs. Mcarron asked how it could tell the difference between property lines, Mr. Sasser said it has a location like GPS and it is connected to the meter number. 
Mrs. Quinlan asked how it detects a leak. Mr. Sasser said that if it has 5% positive running for 24 hrs., it detects it as a leak. Most people do not use water 24 hrs a day so if it detects that it will send out a code indicating a possible leak. Some discussion followed. New meters are now in gallons and not cubic feet.

Mrs. Minnear asked who sees it first if there is a leak? It would be on the tablet. His suggestion is to have the gentlemen when they go out in the morning on their routines, to take the tablet and check to see if there are any reports of leaks.

A person from the audience asked if we were going to change our billing to monthly instead of every other month for payments? Mr. Sasser said that as of right now we are staying with every other month. He said this is certainly something we could look at. The individual then commented that this would be good for people who are on a budget. He asked that if from her point of view, she would like to see it every month and she said yes. He said personally that he liked the idea. 
B.    Law Enforcement – Police Advisory Committee (Chief Morningstar)
Chief Morningstar reported that they had 29 service call in July, usually we average 15 to 20 a month. He believes it is because people are cooped up and want to get out and there are a lot of visitors to the area. They are averaging about 60 patrol hours a month. Working on putting together information regarding all these numbers.
He said we have a group of protesters coming to Morton on Sunday, he thought we may have heard about it. This will be the fourth time they have come out and there will be a massive amount of counter protesters. He is just asking everyone to be respectful. They will have some stepped up response. He suspects 600 to 1000 people. He is hoping for a peaceful event, but they are being prepared. It is also posted on the Hamilton sign in Chehalis. Mr. Sasser asked if he knew when this would be taking place, Chief said about 11:30. Other groups are planning to be there at 9 am.

Mrs. Mcarron asked if we had anything to worry about in Mossyrock and he said they have to pass through here but he does not think so but there will be patrols in the area.

Mr. Sasser asked if the Sheriffs were going to be a part of this and what will this mean for the State Patrol. Chief said they will be stepping up their patrols and they will be out, but he does not know how many. Some discussion followed.
The SRO Program (School Resource Officer), they are waiting to hear back and hope that the program can still move forward but with the COVID impact, the schools are rethinking their budgets. Some discussion followed.

Mrs. Minnear then said she would like to make a comment if the Chief did not mind. She referred to the hours that indicated which hours were auxiliary hours and she is an auxiliary officer and she said they do not get paid for this time. Any work the auxiliary does are bonus hours, they do not get paid a penny. Discussion followed. Mr. Sasser said he would like to say that he does appreciate what they do for us, the auxiliary. More discussion followed.

Mrs. Minnear also wanted to state that when it came time for the police contract to be renewed that she would recuse herself from the voting. She does not want it to be a conflict of interest. Mr. Sasser said we would welcome her input, but she would not be able to vote.
C.    Park Department - Randall Sasser
Mr. Sasser said we have not had a park meeting for a good nine months, maybe even a year. We had to cancel all of our events and with that we have had to cut back on some of the mowing because we do not have the funds. Hopefully soon we can start moving forward.
D.    Planning Commission –   Chairperson Nancy Toenyan 
Mrs. Toenyan said they have not had a meeting since she had to have surgery. Mr. Sasser wanted to emphasize again that all the board members are volunteers and he appreciates their work.
VI   Consent Agenda    6:47
A.   Minutes of Emergency Meeting March 20th, and July 9th and Voucher approval:

Vouchers for July 2020 verified by Mrs. Minnear and Mr. Smith
Mrs. Quinlan motioned to approve the Consent Agenda and the meeting minutes and the vouchers; Mr. Smith seconded. Question called and passed.
VII Public Comment on Agenda Items 6:48
No comments
VIII   Old Business 6:48
A.
Ordinance 356-2    Governing Dog Licenses, Control of dogs and other issues

Mr. Smith said that he would like to table this and that he would like to get together with 
Mr. Sasser and Mr. Bellino to go over this ordinance. Mr. Sasser said we need to look at 
all of our fee schedules, Mr. Smith said that this one is woefully outdated, like 2002, so it 
will take some time to review it. Mrs. Mcarron asked if we are trying to update it, and 
Mr. Sasser said yes and some of the verbiage needs to be updated as well. Mr. Smith said 
Ms. Hannon had gotten some good information from the Lewis County Animal Shelter as 
well.

Mrs. Hartmann asked Mr. Smith if he was making a motion to table the Ordinance and he 
said yes. Mrs. Quinlan seconded the motion. Question called and passed.
IX     New Business - 6:50
A.     Council Member Applicant - Moved to Setting of Agenda
B.
Andy Caldwell from Lewis County Emergency Management - not present at this time
C.
Affirmation of Disbursements of the COVID 19 Grant Funds from the Department 
of Commerce

Mr. Sasser said that we had $25,000 designated to the City of Mossyrock and the city 
spent a little over $2,000 for the laptop, TV and stand so if we have to do meetings at a 
distance we can. The rest of the money was divided up with our businesses in town and 


we have to have documentation to provide to the state if needed. Mr. Smith motioned to 
Affirm the Disbursement of the COVID 19 Grant funds from the Department of 
Commerce. Mrs. Quinlan seconded. 
Question called passed. Mr. Sasser said he had 
talked to Commissioner Stamper and there may be another round of funds of some sort 
and we will pass on that message. Some discussion followed.

D.
Revision of Ordinance 485 (Ordinance 485-1)


Mrs. Hartmann explained that this was a revision of the utility tax that was passed on 
May 29th for tax on the water and sewer and the verbiage needed to be updated per 
MRSC and Ms. Jay helped her with this. It will not only be on the water and sewer usage  
but on all revenue which will include connections, surplus water, anything that is sold 
that we get money for on the water and sewer funds, that is what the utility tax is on. This 
is by the RCW and we have to be compliant. 

Mrs. Minnear asked if there was a leak on somebodies' line and the workers come out, 
does the city charge for them to check this out. Mr. Sasser said no. We are employees of 
the community; they are our bosses. So, whatever we do is for them. More discussion 
followed.


Mrs. Minnear made a motion to pass Ordinance 485-1, Mrs. Mcarron seconded. Question 
called, motion passed with 1 decent, Mrs. Quinlan.

F.
First Budget Meeting at 5 pm on September 10th followed by the Council Meeting


Mr. Sasser said this will be our first budget meeting, we are supposed to have three.


Mr. Rose asked when the budget needs to be turned in, Mrs. Hartmann said the final has 
to be in by December 1st, but our council meeting is the second Thursday so the final 
budget will be passed then.
E.
CDBG-CV-1 Consortium


This is a letter that will be sent to Mason County, in which Lewis County is partnering 
with Mason County along with another county to get funds from the state to help with the 
pandemic reimbursement. They wanted letters of support for that from each community. 
Mrs. Hartmann then read the letter for everyone. (See copy)

Mr. Smith asked what services they would be providing, Mr. Sasser said he believes it is 
the administration side of the handling of the grants since there have been some cutbacks 
of manpower. Some discussion followed.


Mr. Smith motioned to approve the letter for the CDBG-CV-1 Consortium letter, Mrs. 
Mcarron seconded, question called and passed.

 
Andy Caldwell from Lewis County Emergency Management


He is here to provide and update as to what is going on in the county, also to help answer 
any questions. The Emergency Management office is still open and will remain active 
during the duration of the event (Coronavirus) as long as they are receiving emergency 
funding they will remain open. They are primarily acting in a logistics role, information 
gathering. Passing on the information to the state. Low income masks, they received two 
shipments, about 45,000 which went out to the five food banks, the Food Bank Coalition 
in Lewis County. The first set was red, and the next set is white. They are also equipping 
the schools for when the start up again. He gave some other information regarding their 
information and programs.

Mr. Sasser said that a while ago they requested to have zip codes of where there were 
positive cases of coronavirus, what happened with that? Mr. Caldwell said this is what 
the PA's office is working through. Discussion followed.


Mr. Sasser then asked how the masks were being given out to citizen's that fall within that 
perimeter. Mr. Caldwell asked if we have a food bank here and we do, and he said the 
face masks are being handed out through the food banks. Mr. Sasser asked if they have to 
be part of the coalition. The masks were all disbursed evenly. Mr. Sasser asked if we 
could get some at city hall. Mr. Caldwell will work it out.

Mrs. Mcarron asked if they were cloth masks or disposable ones, Mr. Caldwell said they 
were cloth. 


He encourages everyone to look at the Dept of Health website. Some more discussion 
followed.
X.
Public Comment on other Items - 7:22

Mr. Sasser commented that we lost one of our employees, today was his last day. Mr. 
Wiseman has decided to resign.
XI.
Adjournment - 7:24 pm

Mrs. Mcarron motioned to adjourn the meeting; Mr. Smith seconded. Question called; 
motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Angeleetta Hartmann


