
MOSSYROCK CITY COUNCIL MEETING

November 12th, 2020
I     Call to Order 

The council meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Randall Sasser.
II   Roll Call – 6:00
Present were Mayor Randall Sasser, Treasurer Angeleetta Hartmann, Council Members: Bea Minnear, Jeff Bellino, Teresa Quinlan and Attorney Marissa Jay. Excused: City Engineer and Mrs. Mcarron.
Mr. Sasser said we have a quorum.

III   Setting of Agenda 6:02
Mrs. Quinlan motioned to set the agenda as written, Mrs. Minnear seconded. Question called and passed.

IV   Council Member Candidates 6:03
We had two candidates, Donna Cwynar and Craig Byrum present and Mr. Sasser asked each candidate if they would say a few things as to why they wanted to be considered for the council position.

Each candidate expressed their interest in serving the community and why they liked the area.

V   Executive Session for 15 minutes 6:06 left
Executive session was to discuss the two candidates for Council Position 1.

6:16 pm Return of council to meeting
Mr. Sasser commented about what they discussed in executive session and then told Mrs. Minnear that she could now ask her question of the candidates.

Mrs. Minnear asked Mr. Byrum where he retired from and he gave the council a short synopsis of his background and what brought him to Mossyrock.
Then Mrs. Minnear asked Mrs. Cwynar about what she did. She then gave a brief history about how she came to be in Mossyrock as well.

Mr. Sasser then commented that we had two real good candidates here for the council position. He said it is a tough decision to make and who we offer the council position to. He appreciates their willingness to come out to be involved in the community.

He said the council will take a vote, by a raise of hands, he asked who wanted Mrs. Cwynar and Mrs. Quinlan raised her hand. And for Mr. Byrum, Mr. Bellino and Mrs. Minnear raised their hands. Mr. Sasser said with the show of hands it looks like Mr. Byrum will be the new council member. Mrs. Minnear motioned to accept Mr. Byrum to fill Council Position 1 and Mr. Bellino seconded. Question called and passed. Mr. Byrum was then given the oath of office by Mr. Sasser.

Mr. Sasser then again invited Mrs. Cwynar to be on the planning commission. They would chat later.

VI 
Treasurer Report   6:29
Mrs. Hartmann gave her report. See attached report.
Mr. Sasser commented on a few things that Mrs. Hartmann commented on and how our overall funds are being increased, especially or 001 General Fund account. This is being done by the utility taxes that were implemented. Another way to improve the funds was by looking at Mrs. Hartmann's hours and reallocating them to balance things out. 
VII  
Staff and Committee Reports   6:34
A.  Public Works (Mr. Sasser) 
We are fully staffed now, we hired a young man a few weeks ago and he is going to work out very well. He is going to start studying for his Wastewater I. It was asked who he was, Mrs. Hartmann said his name was Treven Sarber. Mr. Sasser said he comes with a lot of general knowledge and the stuff he has done. He will be a good asset, Mrs. Hartmann said he is not afraid to jump in and get muddy.
B.  Law Enforcement (Chief Morningstar)
Chief Morningstar said they are plugging along at about 250 calls this year. They are catching up to their average of about 300 calls. Getting ready for the holiday season. They have some new reserves and Tel Lovan who is a reserve as well. Three of them will be going to the reserve academy next year. One reserve has retired. They will be doing the North Pole Christmas Event again this year with a total of 32 kids, 16 from Morton and 16 from Mossyrock. All funds for the event have been raised, could not have done it without all of the volunteers. 
Mr. Sasser asked if they get grants for the academy and other training and how is it funded. He said it is by the fundraisers they have throughout the year. Castle Rock had a good deal on the training this year. He said it takes about four to nine months for the academy training. It took longer this year because of COVID. By March or April, they hope to be up to 10 officers again.

He was asked about the cost, Chief said it is from $300 to about $1,200 and with the background and poly it is about another $1,500. They buy their own firearms and uniforms, and they try to help out with other gear through their fundraisers.

Mr. Sasser asked if there are any fundraisers over here and the Chief said they are planning more events over here in the Community Center. Mr. Bellino asked how they advertised, and the Chief said through Facebook, the newspaper and fliers. They try to keep the expenses down.
C.    Park Department - Randall Sasser
We have repaired the storm drains in the park, that is all taken care of. He said everything is still up in the air where the Blueberry Festival is concerned with what is going on with COVID.
D.    Planning Commission – Mr. Sasser 
Mr. Sasser thanked Mrs. Cwynar and Tel Lovan for being willing to be on the planning commission. Mr. Sasser said there is a lot of development going on in Mossyrock. There are six new houses going in on Godfrey, and the developer may be wanting to move forward with some things behind the park with his property over there. There is also the other four plexes. By this time next year, we will have another 15 more houses in Mossyrock. No planning commission for the last couple of months. We are working on our GMA and getting that moving forward. We have two different companies working on that for us, Jackson Civil Engineering and Buzzard and O'Rourke. 
VIII   Consent Agenda    6:49
A.   Minutes of October 8th meeting and Voucher approval:

Vouchers for October 2020 verified by Mrs. Mcarron and Mrs. Quinlan
Mrs. Quinlan motioned to approve the Consent Agenda and the meeting minutes and the vouchers, Mr. Bellino seconded. Question called and passed.
IX Public Comment on Agenda Items 6:50
None
X   Old Business 6:50
No business.

XI     New Business - 6:51
A.
Letter from Tammy from Country Shotz
Mr. Sasser read the letter from Tammy regarding the grant she received from the city and how grateful she was. Most other grants she applied for did not come about so she was very grateful for what she received from the city.
Some discussion regarding grant monies followed.

B.
AWC Award - 

Mrs. Hartmann explained about the award and how we received a $500 award. Mr. Sasser explained about the yearly $5,000 grant from AWC. Mrs. Hartmann also explained the AWC Award for reducing our Liability Claims Experienced which dropped by 2%. She also explained that our last $5,000 went toward a sewer camera so we could check our sewer lines along with another couple of stop signs that need to be replaced. She has challenged the public works guys to come up with something else the $500 can be used for safety purposes. Some more discussion followed.
C.
Ordinance 468-5   Revising the Sewer and Water Ordinance
Updates to some of the definitions and Section 2, #9 was added to the ordinance. This is in regard to standard hours and giving the public works gentlemen the ability to access property for maintenance and other work that may need to be done. Hours of work were described as well. Mr. Bellino asked if this was the only corrections being made and Mr. Sasser said yes.

Mr. Bellino motioned to accept Ordinance 468-5 and Mrs. Minnear seconded. Question called and motion passed.

Mrs. Quinlan then said she had a question on a portion that commented on the public works men being asked to produce identification as to who there were before working on the property.

Mr. Sasser said that the week before, he had Mrs. Hartmann purchase some name badges for the workers and Mr. Bellino asked if the badges had pictures on them and Mrs. Hartmann said that we have not progressed that far but it has their name, department and the City of Mossyrock on the name badges. Mrs. Quinlan asked if they would be going to the door to ask permission to enter and Mr. Sasser said it should be a courtesy for them to do that.
D./E.
Levy Certification / Resolution 2020-11

Mrs. Hartmann explained that each year we have to certify the levy we want imposed on our property taxes received. She said the property taxes that were levied last year was $68,527.78. We have a one percent increase should we decide to take it. Before the end of November each year we have to certify how much we are going take as our increase. She has estimated our levy revenue to be about $69,900. This is something required every year along with the Resolution 2020-11 which on the levy amount from last year was $68,527.78. If we take the one percent increase, that will give us and additional $681.64. It is up to the council if they want to take the one percent increase or bank it for future use. 
Mr. Sasser would like to hold off on a decision till next month and Mrs. Hartmann said no that this has to be done by the end of November unless the mayor would like to call a special meeting regarding this before the end of the month. He said he would recommend having a special meeting so that it could be discussed further and about the water as well. Mr. Bellino said he did not have those documents and Mrs. Hartmann said they would not have it since she just received them today and if they want they can table this discussion till the special meeting. They want to look at what is best for the community. 

Mrs. Quinlan motioned to table items D. and E. Mrs. Minnear asked for further clarification on exactly what this was. Mrs. Hartmann said this is in regard to revenues received for our property taxes and levies assessed on those taxes. Mrs. Minnear asked if this was from the state and Mrs. Hartmann said that this was from the county. Mrs. Hartmann said that Mrs. Quinlan had motioned to table the items and Mr. Bellino seconded. Question called and passed. 

It was decided that the special council meeting would be held on November 23rd at 6 pm.

F.
Ordinance 487 - Adopting Final Budget for 2021

Mr. Sasser said that the budget committee finalized the budget and now it is ready for the council to approve it. Mrs. Quinlan motioned to approve Ordinance 487 and Mr. Bellino seconded. Question called and passed.
G.
Resolution 2020-12
Extension of Interlocal Law Enforcement Agreement with 





the City of Morton

Mrs. Quinlan motioned that we accept Resolution 2020-12. Mrs. Minnear said she would like to abstain because she feels it is a conflict of interest being an auxiliary member. To Mr. Sasser's understanding, there is no rate increase to the agreement. Mrs. Hartmann said it is a three-year contract, under this contract, payments will be made monthly and not quarterly which will definitely help our budget. Mr. Sasser asked if they received any grant money from the state or feds and Chief Morningstar said no. Some discussion followed.

Motion on the table by Mrs. Quinlan, Mr. Bellino asked if there was any negotiation on the contract just extending, correct. Mr. Sasser said yes, and Mr. Bellino seconded the motion. 

Mrs. Minnear then made some comments about how we are served by the officers from Morton and how fortunate we are to have them and the hours the volunteers put in.
Mrs. Hartmann then asked the Chief about reports that were mentioned in the contract and if we could receive something in writing about what they have done in the month. Chief said he would try to put together something that can be presented each month.

Question called and passed.

H.
Agreement from Jackson Civil Engineering
Mr. Sasser said that we knew two years ago that our Growth Management was out of date by a lot of years and to be able to get any money from the feds or the state we have to have this done.

There was no mechanism in place to set those monies aside to do that but there are monies in the account to move forward with it now. We would like to contract with Jackson Civil Engineering and to do the maps and help with that process. His estimate is $55,000 to start moving forward with that. It is above Mr. Sasser's ability to authorize it to move forward. Mr. Sasser and Mrs. Hartmann have gotten together to put special accounts in place to have monies each month go into the accounts so in the future those monies will be there. They are big ticket items for the water and growth management and soon we will have to look at our stormwater.

Mrs. Hartmann then explained that currently we have 10% of revenues from both the water and sewer being set aside for emergencies and things of those nature. She has set both $75,000 in both water and sewer aside for the current update of the water and sewer plans, they are two separate things. She has set $75,000 aside, split between the general fund, water and sewer for the update of the growth management and then along with that, just like making payments on a house, out of each account will come about $1,400 and month from water and sewer and $350 from the general fund for future planning on growth management and update on the water and sewer because every six years we will have to go through this process again. The Water Comp Plan is up and due to be review again within the next year, so we need to start planning now. In order to qualify for any grants, we have to have the growth management done because right now the grant we have for the Dept of Ecology is on hold until they see progress on our growth management and that is $200,000. Discussion followed.
We need to be proactive rather than reactive. Mrs. Quinlan motioned to move forward with the comprehensive plan proposed by Jackson Engineering. Mr. Bellino seconded. Question called and passed.
XII.
Public Comment on other Items - 7:12
Tree lighting - December 5th at 6 pm
Cookies, hot chocolate, candy canes and the Grinch.

XIII.
Adjournment - 7:15

Mrs. Quinlan motioned to adjourn the meeting; Mr. Bellino seconded. Question called; 
motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Angeleetta Hartmann
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