
MOSSYROCK SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING

December 4, 2020
I.    Call to Order   6:00
The council meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Randall Sasser.
II.   Roll Call – 6:00
Present were Mayor Randall Sasser, Treasurer Angeleetta Hartmann, Council Members: Jeff Bellino, Bea Minnear, Shannon Mcarron, Craig Byrum, Teresa Quinlan, and City Attorney Jim Buzzard. 
Mr. Sasser declared a quorum.

III.
Setting of Agenda - 6:01
Mrs. Minnear motioned to set the agenda; Mrs. Quinlan seconded. Question called and passed.
IV.
Comments by Mayor Randall Sasser - 6:02
Mr. Sasser started out as to why he called this special meeting is that when we first introduced the ordinance for getting information by zip code, the intent was to gather the information so we as a city would be able to proceed forward with knowing what cases if any were in Mossyrock or in our zip code. Since that we have received a response back from the Health Department and they said NOPE, you can not have any information. So, Mr. Buzzard
is going to revise that request and send it back to the health department and also to the state. 
With that the intent was to get the word out that if there is not the data or the documentation that supports the governor's mandate, then areas that do not have that should be allowed to go forward and stay at the current level, in our case, level three. With that Mr. Sasser knew that there would be definitely some, he didn't want to say pushback but definitely get the word out to other communities and other municipalities within our state and other states that surround us have contacted us and wanted a copy of our ordinance that we passed and also too the public records request. With that we have sent that, and he believes there are close to 300 to 400 emails that we have that are in support of what we have done. The majority of all those emails are through other communities throughout the state. So, the intent did exactly what the intent was, is to get people noticed about not just take what Governor Inslee is saying blanket across the state. It has done exactly what the intent was.
So, with that, you know Mossyrock is a great community. It is a nice little community, all of the people who live here like what they have. We like the people, we like the businesses, we like where we live and that is why we live here. When something like this takes place, we know that there is going to be other interests to try to, he does not want to say get on the shirt tails of what is going on, but they want to be a part of it. Which he believes in the right settings, it is a good thing. There were some comments given to him two days ago that was requesting if we would shut down the street in front of, on intersection of Williams and State to all the way down by the tavern. He told them that he could not make that decision and that it would have to be up to the council. His feelings are that in his comments that there is a right application for the right environment. If we look at the, he calls it a protest, as far as a non-violent protest with what we are doing, and if we look at what is happening out at Spiffy's and at Maytown, it is doing exactly that. It is getting people to notice what is taking place. If we look at those two buildings, we look at Spiffy's, it is not a street. It is not multiple businesses side by side. What he has a concern with, as mayor and his responsibility, is our community and our citizens, our environment that we have, and we hold precious and we cherish what we have here. So, with those thoughts, he has thought long and hard about this and it is not a decision that is made lightly because he appreciates the support that everybody is doing and giving us through our efforts as far as getting noticed and what the issues are within our state. He appreciates that greatly. But with that, he has to protect our town, he has to protect our businesses, he has to protect our citizens and so he personally does not feel that we should block off a street. He does not believe that we should endorse a rally because of the fact that even thought we would have multiple security, we would have support from the police and the sheriffs, and citizens themselves, where we are on the front page essentially, on the news. He has had three tv interviews and probably six radio interviews, so people know about Mossyrock and all it would be for one bad or two bad apples to create a problem and then everything that has been gained, we would lose. So, his feelings are is that he is not in support of a rally here in Mossyrock on Main Street. If that rally was to take place someplace else, in the park, that is not on the street or some other location, he would be in 100% support of that. But there again, as mayor, he can not support it and he does not want to take anything away from the people who are wanting to do that, but on the same token his responsibility is to our citizens of our community, to protect them and their livelihoods and protect their investments and protect their property. And he can not under good conscience allow that. And there again, it is up to the council. He feels he wants to have feedback from the council and see what they are saying.
Then Mr. Sasser turned it over for discussion.

V.
Public Discussion - 6:10

Mr. Craig Byrum said Mr. Sasser mentioned the park, he asked why the street as opposed to the park? Why the street as for shutting down the street? Necessarily as where down in the park you have open access and they could also utilize the businesses in town while they are doing their rally, they can provide businesses support to the businesses, get food to go or what have you and support them while they are doing that as opposed to shutting things down. That was his feelings on it.
Mr. Chamberlain asked if he could speak and Mayor Sasser said yes. The reason why they wanted to have it in the street is because they want to keep it central to the businesses themselves. So, if you have the street blocked off with people listening and doing all these things, people would be able to walk to the businesses, there wouldn't be traffic, there would not be the interaction between cars and all the people that and that kind of thing. People will be able to walk to the individual businesses and walk around, that would minimize a whole lot of potential problems. That was the biggest reason they were wanting to do that.

Mr. Daryl Byrum then asked if he could comment and Mr. Sasser said yes. If you close off the streets, everything will shut down. If you take it off to the side in the park area, they can do their protest and yata yata, but you leave the streets open and leave the businesses open, you let people run their businesses, everything stays open. You close off the streets and he thinks it is a shut down from the businesses and the community and the owners and everything. That is where he stands.
Mrs. Mcarron then commented that as part of the fire department, that is their main throughway through town. So, if there is an emergency call and the street is shut down, how are they to get to the other side. It is one way in and out for them. Discussion followed on this aspect. Mrs. Mcarron asked if they wanted to be legally responsible if it takes them longer to go around? Mr. Chamberlain said that is why they are trying to find out what they can do, and Mrs. Mcarron said this is what she is concerned about. She would be more apt to say do it in the park, because then you are not shutting down emergency personnel who have to respond through that area, because it is literally one way through. She does understand what they are saying.
Mrs. Chamberlain then asked if we close it down for the Blueberry Festival, and the consensus was no, and she asked what about the parade? Yes we do for the parade and discussion followed on this.

Mrs. Mcarron asked what they are wanting to do is another thing? Do they want to come in and have some speeches, and she saw something on Facebook about speeches? What is going on?

Mr. Bellino then commented that there are other residences in the community that might not support a 100% what the group is doing. They have more right than anybody else as far as he is concerned to this village so shutting the street down is a no for him. The park is plenty close enough, it is not that far to walk to the businesses if you want to grab a sandwich or a cup of coffee. There is a lot of space there. Again, he is not against what they are trying to do at all.

More comments continued.

Mrs. Mcarron asked if there was any other place they could go because she considers it a safety thing.
Mrs. Barksdale had a comment to make, she has been past Spiffy's last night, it was a mess as you know, and they were still there this morning and still there this afternoon when she came home from work. Here concern is that if we shut off the street and the word gets out that the street is shut off, they will break through the barriers and use the street anyway. But if you don't shut off the street, they are less likely to come in. She thinks we are inviting trouble when you shut off the street.

Mrs. Minnear asked that if they were to use the park, then they would not have to be down at the far end where the amphitheater is necessarily, would they or is possible to have it closer up toward this way? So, this way they can walk to the stores and such. Mrs. Hartmann said the park is open to anybody and they can use any portion of it. Mr. Bellino commented that there is no reason why the area out in front of the community center could not be used either. Mrs. Quinlan concurred with Mr. Bellino. Discussion followed.

Mrs. Barksdale had another comment to make, on shutting down the street, you are inviting people to come in. Nacho's is open tonight and there are a lot of people in there eating. You don't see any protestors out there or people gathered at all. If the word gets out and it is already in the paper, that some of them anticipate staying open, the people really interested in coming down here, she thinks they would have been here tonight.
Mr. Sasser said that he would not like us to use the word protest, he thinks we should use the word Support. Because they are not protesting, it is support for the businesses and it puts it in a whole different light. He does not want us to get hooked on the word protest. With protest, it gets people to think of Seattle or Portland and we definitely do not want to be associated with anything like that. More discussion followed.

Mrs. Minnear asked if they would have access to power if they want to have microphones and stuff? Mrs. Chamberlain said they have their own stuff. 

Mr. Craig Byrum asked what their procedures are in terms of setting up, do they have people with bull horns or people with signs. Do they have people at tables signing things for this or that? And how many people do they expect, literally? Mr. Chamberlain said they are anticipating from 500 to 1000. Mr. Byrum said that is why the park is so perfect for that. More discussion.
Mrs. Mcarron asked what they are needing from the council? Mr. Chamberlain said it was just brought up as a possibility, it is not a deal breaker or anything. They are just trying to keep everything centrally located to most of the businesses so the people can do business. He said if the council does not feel comfortable, he said the fire issues or emergency issues will be considered. Mrs. Mcarron said that if there was a medical issue like a heart attack at the rally, how are they to get the ambulance there, how is she supposed to get her equipment to you guys. Chief Morningstar then commented that when they do the Blueberry parade, it is shut down for a couple of hours for preparation and they have never had any issues. Discussion followed.

Mr. Daryl Byrum said that with due respect to everyone, why shut down the street? Mrs. Chamberlain said that this was to center on the businesses to stay open, especially the restaurants that are being shut down, all the other ones are being able to stay open. She thought that the little cove by the Lemon Tree would be where they could set up. The businesses will run out of stuff because that is how many people they are expecting. That was their purpose and to say thank you for staying open. More discussion.

Mr. Sasser said that at this point, shutting down the street is not an issue because it appears the council is in agreement to not shut the street down and he is 100% in agreeance with that.

Mrs. Hartmann then asked if they had talked with any of the businesses themselves. Mrs. Chamberlain said they had. They went to several of the businesses and talked to them and they all said yeh. Mr. Chamberlain said that they were all on board. Mrs. Hartmann said that they had gotten some different responses at City Hall. She commented that today they had some come in to say they were worried about what could happen to their businesses and had talked about not opening. Mrs. Chamberlain asked if the these were restaurants and Mrs. Hartmann said no. Mrs. Chamberlain said they had talked to the restaurants only. Mrs. Hartmann said it is some of the other businesses that are worried. Just a little bit of a fear factor. Discussion followed.
Mr. Sasser said that we know that the streets are not going to get closed down, so with that let's try to do something that is conducive to the needs to help support the petitioners because they are supporting us. Mr. Chamberlain said he was asked to bring up one more thing if that was ok? He read that the Culp campaign is having a hearing with the legislators about voter fraud and they want to do it here on the 12th and they want to know if they can use the community center, the legislators with Culp. Mr. Buzzard said they could rent it like anyone else, the mayor agreed. 

Mr. Sasser said that Mr. Bellino had a thought, and they could set up speakers here, Mr. Chamberlain said do it here or at the parking lot. Mr. Sasser said they could do it here in the parking lot. Discussion followed. 

Mr. Sasser said we just need to be prepared for people coming in and out of Mossyrock on the 12th. Mr. Sasser asked Chief Morningstar if the Sheriffs would be assisting and Chief Morningstar said that he does not think they would be since they have not had to use their services in a while for events. More discussion followed.
It was asked about restroom facilities and the consensus was at that time that the restrooms would be available for use. The park restrooms will also be available. More discussion.

Mr. Sasser asked for any other discussion. Mrs. Mcarron asked about extra parking area. Mr. Sasser said this is all we have. Everyone is in agreeance on not shutting down the streets. No motion is needed.
VII
Adjournment - 6:33
Mrs. Mcarron motioned to adjourn; Mr. Byrum seconded. Question called and passed.

Respectfully submitted,

Angeleetta Hartmann
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