
MOSSYROCK CITY COUNCIL MEETING

December 10th, 2020
I     Call to Order 

The council meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Randall Sasser.
II   Roll Call – 6:00
Present were Mayor Randall Sasser, Treasurer Angeleetta Hartmann, Council Members: Bea Minnear, Jeff Bellino, Teresa Quinlan, Mrs. Mcarron and Attorney Marissa Jay. Excused: City Engineer, Absent - Craig Byrum.
Mr. Sasser said we have a quorum.

III   Setting of Agenda 6:03
Mrs. Mcarron motioned to set the agenda with the addition of Resolution No. 2020-13  Establishing Scope of the Comprehensive Plan and Public Participation Plan Update, Mrs. Quinlan seconded. Question called and passed.

IV   Executive Session for 20 minutes 6:04 left
Regarding Finances and Personnel 

6:24
Mr. Bellino let us know that they needed an additional five minutes
6:29 pm Return of council to meeting
V
Treasurer Report   6:29

See attached Treasurer's Report

Mr. Sasser said that for those who are not aware of it, we did freeze the wages in the office staff. We did do that last meeting, so there will be no raises in the city clerk or finance. One of the things that is concerning going into another rounds of shutdowns is the effect on our fuel and excise taxes, all those taxes that go into the 001 account. So, how all that is going to shake out has a lot to do with how long our wonderful governor is going to keep us in lockdown.
VI  
Staff and Committee Reports   6:32
A.  Public Works (Mr. Sasser) 
See attached report.

At our last meeting a citizen reported about a patch that needed to be done on Meadow Lane and it was repaired before the last meeting, so it was not an issue and they also took care of the patch out here in front of the parking lot. So that is good. 

One thing though is that the businesses that gave to the prizes for our tree lighting and our donations, he really wanted to thank the citizens of our community and our businesses that came through, he said we had somewhere around 45 - 50 gifts, something like that that was donated. People that donated money to go get the gifts and the people and the organizations had a great turnout and about 300 people that showed up. That was our second annual tree lighting, it was a great turnout, really really good. We will just get more lights on our tree next year.
More comments followed.

B.  Law Enforcement (Chief Morningstar)

Chief Morningstar reported that they had a meeting last night and as far as this weekend, they will have almost 20 people out from his department to help with traffic control, security and all that. He has already spoken with state patrol and the sheriff's office. Spent about an hour speaking with all the businesses and letting them know what is going on. He has not received anything at all about any subversive groups coming into the area. More comments made. Basically, be respectful was his bottom line.
Mr. Sasser asked if he was going to have a split and the Chief said they will have officers coming in later if there are those that hang around later. They will have people out later.

Mr. Sasser said he anticipates things going smoothly and hopefully we will not be that star on the map anymore. He appreciates all the groups and them wanting to share their thoughts and their views as long as everything stays peaceful, we will all be happy.

C.    Park Department - Randall Sasser
Not much going on right now. Things are pretty quiet. A lot will have to do with our governor and the shutdowns and the new president.
D.    Planning Commission – Mr. Sasser 
Mr. Sasser has a letter and a verbal, Rae Spence, she was on the planning commission before, when they lived over on Damron. They just moved into the city limits and she asked if she could be back on the planning commission. He said sure, absolutely. And so, he wanted to make a recommendation that we bring her on the planning commission and then her daughter, Teresa Tope, also has requested to be on the planning commission. And he sees no reason why we cannot do that. We do not have a full staff planning commission at this time and he feels it would be great to get some new set of eyes and vision and Ms. Tope has not been on the commission before and this would give Mrs. Manley some help. So, Mr. Sasser would like to make that recommendation to the planning commission.
Mrs. Quinlan asked how many positions Mr. Sasser was wanting on the commission. He said he would like to have at least five, but he thinks that we passed an ordinance on that to where we could go up to seven. He thinks we did that last year. We also made it to where one or two of the positions did not have to live in the city limits but could be within the 98564-zip code. More comments followed. Mrs. Manley is the Chairperson. No vote is needed, Mr. Sasser can appoint them.
VII   Consent Agenda    6:41
A.   Minutes of Open Budget Meeting of November 12th, Council Meeting of November 12th, Special Council Meeting of November 18th, Special Council Meeting of November 23rd, and Special Council Meeting of December 4th and November Voucher approval:

Vouchers for November 2020 verified by Mrs. Minnear and Mr. Bellino
Mrs. Mcarron motioned to approve the Consent Agenda and the meeting minutes of Open Budget Meeting of November 12th, Council Meeting of November 12th, Special Council Meeting of November 18th, Special Council Meeting of November 23rd, and Special Council Meeting of December 4th and the vouchers for November, Mr. Bellino seconded. Question called and passed.
VII
 Public Comment on Agenda Items 6:42
None
X   
Old Business 6:42
No business.

XI     New Business - 6:43
A.
Ordinance 480-2
Amending Budget for the Year 2020
Mr. Sasser suggested to make a change to the date. Mrs. Hartmann said the only changes were to the General Fund, the 001 Account has increased, and the total amounts have increased. This is because of the extra funds that we did not anticipate receiving. Mr. Sasser said from the CARES Act being received.
Mrs. Quinlan motioned to accept Ordinance 480-2 with revision. Mrs. Mcarron seconded. Question called; motion passed.

B.
Ordinance 468-6
Revision of Water and Sewer Ordinance 

Mr. Sasser said that what they did in the last special meeting, we passed that the 5% raise we do every January, that we would furlough that to the citizens this year. That it would not go into effect, so the rates will stay consistent at what they are right now. For the next year there will be no rate increase for one year, then in 2022, they will go back into effect with the 5%. He said that the council felt that this was a good way to give back to the community because of everything that has gone on and looking at the demographics that we have, it is a way for the city to give back and to help the citizens.

Mrs. Mcarron motioned to accept the revision of Ordinance 468-6 and Mrs. Quinlan seconded. Question called and passed.

C.
Letter from Rebecca Vargas Regarding Water Bill

Mr. Sasser said they have a letter from a citizen, Rebecca Vargas and Mr. Sasser read the letter regarding her water bill. Letter attached.
Mr. Sasser said that unfortunately when it comes to water bills within the city or outside the city, the only thing that we have the latitude to do is to, if somebody has discovered they had a water leak, we can adjust the sewer side of their bill. We can not deduct the water side, because that is something that if it is a leak, it goes into the ground or wherever. In the past we have never been able to modify someone's water bill. There have been situations where people have lived outside the city limits and we supply water to them, and they have had a water leak. The only thing we can do there is to help them come up with a payment plan to pay that off. Per our ordinance, we do not have the ability to change the water for somebody inside the city limits, only the sewer side. So, he said, there really is no discussion on that. The only time we can make a change on that is if we came up with some kind of ordinance that deals with water leak ordinance and a way to help somebody. This would be something we would have to develop later.
Mrs. Minnear asked how a water leak would affect the sewer one way or the other? Mr. Sasser said it does if the water leak is right past the meter, it is in their yard and is not going down the sewer. More discussion followed.
D.
Resolution No. 2020-13
Establishing Scope of Comp Plan and Public Participation 





Plan Update

Mrs. Hartmann asked Ms. Jay if this was a required resolution for the Growth Management.

Mr. Sasser asked Ms. Jay to comment on this and Ms. Jay said it is just adopting the Public Participation Plan that was discussed earlier and the Scope which has been amended due to comments and feedback that were made and received.

Mrs. Hartmann said it is just a formality and Mrs. Quinlan asked if they were just oking to go ahead with the Scope.

Mrs. Quinlan motioned to approve Resolution No. 2020-13 as written, Mr. Bellino seconded. Mr. Sasser said he has discussion. He asked about the blanks referring to individuals. Ms. Jay said she has already corrected them to say six individual oral testimony and 13 written testimonies. Mr. Sasser said ok and explained what he was referring to.
Mrs. Quinlan motioned to approve Resolution No. 2020-13 with the revisions to read six individuals and written testimony for 13 individuals, Mr. Bellino seconded again. Question called; motion passed.
XII.
Public Comment on other Items - 6:54
Mr. Sasser asked for public discussion. A gentleman present asked about what was going to happen on Saturday. Mr. Sasser commented that on Saturday to his understanding, there will be a group of supporters that will be supporting our businesses, the town and for the stance the town took. Not agreeing with the governor's mandates of shutting down. He believes the group is from Morton, he is not 100% sure where they are from, he does not know exactly where they are from. He appreciates as mayor, the support that the city has gotten for what the council and the stance that we have taken. We have had hundreds of emails that are in support from around the country, other states and in fact he was reading one from Rhode Island. He will be talking to a gentleman at a radio station in Austria today. Our little town has now become know worldwide. The intent in the beginning was mainly to get the word out that we felt what the governor was doing was an injustice and holding the towns and citizens hostage and not following the constitution. Comments followed.
Mr. Sasser said he supports what they are doing and is hoping that this will be a peace rally. He believes they will support our businesses and it will be a very peacefully time of people giving back. The organization is giving back to the community and spending money here. His belief is that it will be a peaceful gathering.
Now then, he said let's talk about Sunday. Sunday is the one he is a little concerned about, because there was a rally scheduled for the capital on Sunday and they changed the venue to Mossyrock. That concerns him and with that concern, yesterday we started talking with our legal counsel and our attorney, Mr. Buzzard, was able to contact that organization and the person he contacted was Bill and discussed with him our concerns. They were still going to come but this morning he spoke with Mr. Buzzard again and expressed his concerns. Comments followed. He does not know if anything is going to happen on Sunday but if they do come he hopes they will be respectful of our community. More comments.

Mr. Sasser said he is hoping that things will be peaceful and respectful. Mr. Sasser asked if he had answered the gentleman's question and he said yes.
The gentleman then asked if any of the tv stations have been contacted and Mr. Sasser said no because of all the stations he has been interviewed by, there are only a couple that tell the meat of the story. Other comments followed.

Mr. Sasser did say that tomorrow night at 7:30 he will be having a conference call with the Pasco City Council and they are going to do a zoom meeting along with the other large group of mayors from the east side because a representative that was here a week ago said that it was sad that here we are, a little town of Mossyrock, taking a stance in the middle of all the sharks and on the east side nobody stood up for anything. If Pasco comes along side, with 100,000 people in their community, it will make a big noise. More comments.

Mrs. Manley then commented about the city and the mayor taking a stance and stepping out for those who may be too afraid to do so. She said that took a lot of courage. Mr. Sasser thanked her for her words. Another lady present also thank him for what he is doing and helping out the businesses in town.

Mrs. Hartmann then commented on another item. She asked if everyone knew who Linda Henry was, she is the lady who takes care of the corner by the Auto Barn. She asked that if people see her out there working to please stop and thank her for what she does to take care of that corner. She does not get paid for it and does a lot of that on her own. She wanted to start a donation thing and Mrs. Hartmann told her no that if she needed anything to just let the city know and we would take care of it. She makes that corner look nice, and accepting and welcoming. Please say thank you to her. And Mrs. Minnear said there was an article in the paper about her recently. 
XIII.
Adjournment - 7:14
Mrs. Minnear motioned to adjourn the meeting; Mrs. Mcarron seconded. Question called; motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Angeleetta Hartmann
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