
MOSSYROCK CITY COUNCIL MEETING

March 11, 2021
I     Call to Order 

The council meeting was called to order at approximately 6:04 p.m. by Mayor Randall Sasser.
II
Pledge of Allegiance

III   Roll Call – 6:05
Present were Mayor Randall Sasser, Treasurer Angeleetta Hartmann, Council Members: Bea Minnear, Jeff Bellino, Teresa Quinlan, Craig Byrum. Excused: City Engineer City Attorney, and Council Member Shannon Mcarron. 
Mr. Sasser said we have a quorum.

IV   Setting of Agenda 6:05
Mr. Byrum motioned to set the agenda; Mr. Bellino seconded. Question called and passed.

V   Treasurer Report   6:06
Mrs. Hartmann read her report, report attached.
Mrs. Quinlan asked if our water and sewer were down because people are not paying their bills. Mrs. Hartmann said that she thinks it is because of the transition from paying every other month from read to non-read month to reading every month and that is taking a little bit of the adjustment. Then after everyone got their first whopper, they were questioning why the bills were so high and so Linda has been explaining to them why they are getting the extra charges and so a lot of people are learning that they need to watch what they do. 
Mrs. Minnear asked how many the 47 were out of how many we charge, and Mrs. Hartmann said we bill about 476 a month, approximately. Mr. Sasser said about 10%. Mrs. Hartmann said that Ms. Hannon said that there are maybe less than 5 that have stopped paying their bills or just have not been paying for quite a long time. They will either have to go into collections or the people buying the property or if the property is sold, the buyers will have to absorb those costs. Mr. Bellino asked if we would have to put leans on those properties, and Mr. Sasser said that the cost to put leans on does not justify it. Mrs. Hartmann said it would end up being a write off but the properties that are so far behind, one was up for sale so whoever buys that property would have to absorb that cost. And once the emergency order is lifted, then we can aggressively start pursuing with letters asking those behind to bring their accounts current and set up some type of payment plan. Mrs. Quinlan asked if there was any hint on when it may be lifted. Mr. Sasser said we are going into phase three, but Mr. Rose commented that the governor just extended the eviction moratorium. Mrs. Hartmann said that was for rentals and not the utilities and they are two different things. The utilities are handled a little different. She reiterated that the city can not charge any late fees, collect any shut off fees or shut anybody off. It is a separate order. Mrs. Minnear asked if they had to provide any proof of hardship, no. Mrs. Hartmann said we can not ask because if we try to ask it will be considered harassment. We do not need to be taken to court.
Mr. Sasser commented that when the whole pandemic thing started we were really concerned about the finances and how it would affect our budget. I really feel good about where we are at considering everything that has taken place and the monies and funds that were not able to get funded. How all this is going to shake out is interesting, when everything is lifted, and we can get back to full bore. More discussion followed.

VI   Staff and Committee Reports   6:15
B.  Law Enforcement (Chief Morningstar)

Chief Morningstar gave a brief synopsis of his report.
Mr. Sasser asked Chief if there were any up ticks in thefts and stuff like that. Chief said it is outside of Mossyrock and Morton, more in county. All suspects were from up north.

D.    Planning Commission – Mr. Sasser 

Marsha Hanley, the planning commission chair was present, and Mr. Sasser asked her how things were going, and she commented that they are presently working on the fee schedule as well as helping when they are needed to help with the growth management plan. They have a new member looking at the storage container ordinance, hopefully with a fresh set of eyes they can get it completed. 

Mr. Sasser then commented that it looks like we are going to hit our deadline for the growth management documentation. Mrs. Hanley concurred. Mrs. Hartmann said they have the first draft ready to go.
C.    Park Department - Randall Sasser

Nothing going on right now.
A.  Public Works (Mr. Sasser) 
Mr. Sasser commented on the grants we secured through AWC for our stop signs and the guys are working on those, getting them installed. He didn't know if anyone had noticed but you can see the plant at night now as you go down Highway 12, it is all lit up. 
VII   Consent Agenda    6:23
A.   Minutes of February 11th and February Vouchers approval:
Vouchers only completed by and verified by Mrs. Mcarron. Mrs. Quinlan will complete the review within the next day or two.
Mrs. Minnear motioned to accept the February 11th minutes only and vouchers will be held for approval at the next council meeting. Mr. Bellino seconded. Question called and passed.

VIII
 Public Comment on Agenda Items 6:25
None
IX   Old Business 6:25
Mr. Sasser said we received the bids for the heater, and it is awarded to Americas Air Connection. The winning bid was $7,338. 

X     New Business - 6:26
A.
Resolution 2021 - 04   Cowlitz Wahkiavum Council of Governments Regional 


Transportation Planning Organization Interlocal Agreement for Final 



Adoption
Mr. Sasser said that this is something that we have never really been a part of, but we need to be. It is part of our growth management. There are two parts to this thing, we need to have a council member to be a member of this group. They only meet once a quarter and there are five counties, and they rotate where they meet. Mr. Byrum asked if we needed a volunteer and Mr. Sasser thanked Mr. Byrum for volunteering. The information will be forwarded on to him.
Mr. Byrum motioned to accept Resolution 2021-04 and Mrs. Minnear seconded. Question called and passed.
C.
Resolution 2021 - 05    Declaration Supporting the Efforts by the Community and 


MAAL for a Fundraiser to be held on the 4th of July 2021
Mr. Sasser thought it was important that we have something that shows support for our July 4th weekend. The council said we need to have something out in the park. 2021-05 is a declaration supporting the efforts by the community. Mr. Sasser then read the resolution.

Mrs. Quinlan asked if this resolution goes hand in hand with what Mr. Coppock had asked for and Mr. Sasser said yes. It is two-fold, it talks about supporting the upcoming events on the 4th of July weekend. The other part of it is acknowledging that doing some sort of new logo for the City, having something that could be recognized. Mr. Sasser made further comments regarding the city branding.

Mr. Byrum motioned to accept Resolution 2021 - 05, Mrs. Quinlan seconded. Question called and motion passed.

D.
East Lewis County Chamber of Commerce

Mitchell Merrill from the East Lewis County Chamber of Commerce introduced himself and he wanted to provide an update and make a comment about this evening. One he said is that everyone can agree that COVID 19 has done some crazy things not only to our businesses but in the way we operate our lives. Recently East Lewis County Chamber has created a task force to address the issues facing our businesses, the survival of our businesses and how we can work together to get things back to the way they were. He commented that they would be out talking to businesses to see how they can help and assist them. Listen, assess and present viable solutions with which they can respond in a responsible manner.

Secondly, the East Lewis County Chamber of Commerce will be having a vacancy opening up on the board in the next month or two and is extending an invitation for someone who may be interested from Mossyrock to give a good representation. Mr. Sasser said Mrs. Hanley would be a perfect fit, she said she would think about it. Comments followed.
E.
Engineer Publication
Mr. Sasser said this is in regard to the engineer contract advertisement which he does not agree with and we have not had to do this before, but we learned that we are supposed to put out once a year a public notice for professional engineering services for the city. It does not mean we have to accept that individuals' requirements but by RCW we have to post it. Mr. Sasser made further comments.
Mrs. Hartmann said we need council approved to post the ad. Mrs. Minnear asked if we had to have a resolution and Mrs. Hartmann said we just needed council approval to do so. 
Mrs. Minnear asked if we had an engineer and Mr. Sasser said yes we do. She asked if this would replace him, and Mr. Sasser said no. Mrs. Hartmann said it is part of the RCW that we have to follow. More comments followed.

Mr. Sasser asked if all council members were in favor of the posting and all replied with aye, they approve.  
F.
Resolution 2021 - 06    Sale of Surplus Item (Ford F-150)
Mr. Sasser commented on the Ford F-150 for sale and it has major issues and we have not used it. It is being put out for bid. 
Mr. Byrum made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-06, Mrs. Quinlan seconded. Question called and passed.
G.
Resolution 2021 - 07    Utility Repayment Program
Mr. Sasser suggested that we table this resolution because he feels there are too many unanswered questions, when things are going to end, how long we want to have this program in place and so forth. Mrs. Hartmann put together a boiler plate type repayment program for COVID 19, he needs to have more information before we move forward.

Mr. Bellino motioned to table Resolution 2021-07 and Mr. Byrum seconded. Question called and Mr. Bellino said he would like to be in on the discussion when we are ready to move forward with this. Motion passed.
H.
Personnel Policy Approval
Mr. Sasser asked if everyone had a copy of the changes to the personnel policy and everyone said they had a copy. He said this document gave him concern about bringing it to the council because if everyone had to make comments or adjustments the document would never get finished. The only reason we are bringing it to council is because legal says we have to get councils approval to make the changes. Mrs. Hartmann added that the reason being is that these policies have to be given to the union for when our contract is reviewed. A lot of the policies mimic what is in the union contract already. 
Mrs. Minnear said she had a couple of questions as she was going through the changes. Under #5, the performance evaluation, she said the way it was written says that it was mandatory for performance evaluations for all employees and if this may goes in there, then that would eliminate that mandatory from that and Mr. Sasser would be the one to call someone in for evaluation. The reason she does not like this is because that would set us up for that person to ask why they are being evaluated and not the rest of the group. This could lead to a harassment charge against the city for selecting them out. More comments followed.
The next concern was on #10 regarding nepotism. She was not sure what it meant and had to look it up. She then asked if the council was considered employees and Mr. Sasser said no. More discussion followed.

Mrs. Quinlan also commented that if something is taken out it can always be added back in if necessary. More discussion followed.
Mrs. Minnear asked that up until now, how many periodic performance evaluations have been done. Mr. Sasser said none. Mrs. Hartmann said that even with the previous mayor there has been none. More discussion.

Mrs. Hartmann then said that just so she could keep the attorney happy, was everyone ok with the changes made to the Personnel Policy. Everyone said yes except for Mrs. Minnear, she said no.

I.
Resolution 2021 - 08    Aldrich Road Vacation
Mr. Sasser said that down by the transfer station at the end of Aldrich Road and Mossyrock Road West, there is a part of the old Aldrich Road that connected with Hwy 12. Years ago, they blocked that off. So now we are wanting to vacate that and give it back to PUD and the landowner. We need to have a public hearing on this and set a time for this to take place. That is what this resolution is. 
Mrs. Hartmann looked at the calendar and Mr. Sasser asked if it couldn't be on the same night as our council meeting. So, the suggestion was to have it on the same night as the council meeting, so it will be April 8th at 6 pm. More discussion followed.

Mrs. Quinlan motioned to approve Resolution 2021-08 with the date of the public hearing set for April 8th at 6 pm, Mr. Bellino seconded. Question called and passed.
B.
Marcus T. Trim - 4th of July Weekend

Mr. Trim commented about the guest he brought who is helping him to move this process forward for the 4th of July weekend. He asked if this has been added to the website and Mr. Sasser said it has. He explained about some of the people he has helping him to move things forward for the concert.
The people at the Start Dreaming Foundation, they have just recently brought on Gary Sinise on to their board. They are hoping to bring more people on board. They are looking for a big drive for sponsorships and donations because they are looking at a budget of approximately $50,000. He said they could get a lot of that sponsored.
He asked if we had any other questions and Mr. Sasser said that on the 16th at 6 pm if Marcus could get back out here and he said he would try. MAAL would be meeting then. It is a nonprofit who puts on events in this area. Discussion followed.

Chief Morningstar said he had another contact who might be willing to perform for just costs. He will get the information needed. Mr. Sasser asked if Chief will be at the MAAL meeting as well. More discussion followed.
Mr. Trim said he really appreciates us taking up the mantel to help his soldiers.

Mr. Sasser then asked the council if they would consider what the city used to do before the park came into being, if they would consider having the vendors on the street. He wanted to know everyone's feelings. Mr. Sasser said that a few of the businesses were commenting about having the vendors back up on the street. Mr. Rose commented that everyone's concern now is about having to pay to get into the park and people could not afford to pay for a family to get into the park. Mr. Sasser said we can discuss this on the 16th. More discussion.
X.
Public Comment on other Items - 7:15
XI.
Adjournment - 7:15
Mr. Byrum motioned to adjourn the meeting; Mrs. Quinlan seconded. Question called; motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Angeleetta Hartmann
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