
MOSSYROCK CITY COUNCIL MEETING

July 14, 2022
I     Call to Order 

The council meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Randall Sasser.
II.   Pledge of Allegiance
III   Roll Call – 6:01
Present were Mayor Randall Sasser, Council Members: Bea Minnear, Shannon Mcarron, and Juliana Simon.  Excused: City Engineer and City Attorney and Council Members Craig Byrum and Teresa Quinlan.
Mr. Sasser said we have a quorum.

IV   Setting of Agenda 6:01
Mrs. Mcarron made a motion to set the agenda, Mrs. Simon seconded. Question called, passed.
V  Treasurer Report   6:03
Mrs. Hartmann read her report, see attached.
Mrs. Hartmann reported that we just received our report for our Utility Rate Study from the Rural Community Assistance Corporation. This was started two years ago, and finally got the report.
Mr. Sasser said the rate study started a year before COVID hit and for the first year, we as a city council decided not to do a rate increase so we held off on that. He said what they are recommending is considerably higher than anything that we have ever thought of. We will take a look at it and decide what we want to do. Discussion followed.
Mrs. Hartmann commented that most of the upgrades being done are going to be paid by ARPA funds anyway because that is what it was designated for.

VI   Staff and Committee Reports   6:04
B.    Police Department - Chief Morningstar
Chief Morningstar gave his report. They now have a new SRO Officer, Yvonne Sneed.
Academy graduated on June 18th.

Officer Gonzales retired.

Have 2 new vehicles (at least new to them).

Mr. Sasser asked if the report was true that City of Morton Police Department is now taking on a new municipality. Chief said it was true. Mr. Sasser asked how that was going to affect the service to Mossyrock and Morton. Chief said it will not impact us, they will have to hire additional personnel, and this will make it a coalition of cities which will give them more leverage. The sheriff totally approves this. Discussion followed.

A. Public Works - Randall Sasser

Mr. Sasser reported that we are down two employees in the public works this week. One is on vacation and the other is on maternity leave.
He read the report given to him for the council meeting. See attached.

Thankful for the hanging baskets from DeGoede’s but we still have to water them twice a day.

Still working on potholes. On State St. some of the potholes from when the street was done a few years ago are coming up so we will be looking into what we need to do there.
C.    Parks Committee - Mr. Sasser
Busy summer this year. We have four events that we are putting on. 
Our next one is the Blueberry Festival which will have a civil war reenactment going on. They will be taking over most all of the park.
On August 27th, we have the John Denver tribute with Ted Vigil. This is a paid event.

We will be having our first Hispanic Independence Day Celebration on September 17th to help pull that part of the community together.
Mrs. Hartmann asked Mr. Rose to put in the paper that the Civil War Reenactment will be at 11 am and 3 pm both days. And fireworks on Saturday night with the band. We are having fireworks at the end of each event.

D.    Planning Commission – Mr. Sasser
Mrs. Manley stated that they had no submittals for the planning commission this last month and no public comments. They are working on the annexation. Will get a timeline to the mayor next week.

Also looking at future UGA and talked to GIS about updated maps. Everything is moving along.
VII   Consent Agenda    6: 18
A.   Minutes of June 9th Council Meeting. Vouchers for June were completed and verified by Mrs. Simon and Mr. Byrum. 

Mrs. Mcarron motioned to approve the Minutes for May 12th and the Vouchers for May and Mrs. Simon seconded. Question called and passed.
VIII
 Public Comment on Agenda Items   6:18
Mr. Rose said the Freedom Festival was great and the 76ers were great. Mr. Sasser said they had some extra people show up and he has invited them back next year. They said they would be back bigger and better next year.
IX   Old Business     6:19
A. Recap for the Festivals – was talked about earlier.
X     New Business - 6:21
Introduction of guests present - Chris Matson from Tacoma Power, Lee Edwards, Chris Foster, Colin Swanson from Jaime Herrera Butler campaign and Mr. Goble, candidate for County Commissioner.
A.  Tacoma City Light - 
Working on outreach regarding the boat launches and water access. He had talked to Mr. Sasser at the mayor’s meeting and worked out a time to get together regarding what is going on in our area. Handed out information about how to find out more information.
He talked about the draw downs and explained that process. There has been a 30 foot draw down.
2017 some studies started. Study on earthquakes was completed in 2021.

Anticipated solution should be ready in about 2024 or 2025. Expected to be fixed in 2030.

Mrs. Hartmann asked if the drawdown is still going to impact the community around because we have a lot of people out there that when the lake goes down, their wells go down.

Mr. Matson was not aware of that. He asked where they get their water, and she says they get it from the city.

Discussion followed. Then Mr. Matson spoke about the boat launches and what can and can not be done there. At Mossyrock Park, the boat launch goes to 708 ft and then it is a topography drop off. Not safe for boaters. At Taidnapam Park it is 720 ft, this drops off into the riverbed. They have looked at Cosmos flats but that is not feasible either. Some areas are closed by the timber companies because of dry terrain. The lake is currently between 749 and 746 feet. Discussion on boat launches. 
They did ask if people could post comments online regarding the boat launches.

Mr. Sasser asked if we could get statistics on boater’s vs campers.

XI
Public Comment – 6:55
Mrs. Hartmann said the next council meeting will be August 11th and at 6 pm will be an Open Public Hearing on the 2023 Budget followed by the Council meeting. This is the preliminary review of the budget.
Chief Morningstar commented about complaints about a motorcycle rider who was caught and cited.

Mr. Sasser said we have all four radar signs up and running on Williams St. and State St.
XII.
Adjournment – 7:00
Mrs. Mcarron motioned to adjourn the meeting; Mrs. Simon seconded. Question called; motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Angie Hartmann
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