
MOSSYROCK EMERGENCY CITY COUNCIL MEETING

May 8, 2023
I     Call to Order 

The Emergency Council meeting was called to order at approximately 5:05 p.m. by Mayor Randall Sasser.
II.   Pledge of Allegiance
III   Roll Call – 5:05
Present were Mayor Randall Sasser, Angie Hartmann. Council Members: Bea Minnear, Juliana Simon, and Shannon Mcarron. Excused Absence: Teresa Quinlan and Craig Byrum.  Excused: City Engineer and City Attorney. 
Mr. Sasser said we have a quorum.

IV   Setting of Agenda and Consent Agenda 5:06
The agenda was set for disposition for Federal Title 42.
Mrs. Minnear motioned to approve the Agenda and Consent Agenda; Mrs. Simon seconded. Question called and passed.
V   Item for review by Council

Mr. Sasser said that the reason he called this meeting was it was very concerning about Title 42 and its implications. This started back in March of 2020 when President Trump put it in place to deal with the influx of the border crossings. 
Mr. Sasser said there will not be any voting, just information regarding how we handle this issue.

Title 42 is going away on May 11th; Mr. Sasser thought it was important to try to understand how this could possibly affect us as a town. At the time this was set in place, we had the Corona Virus pandemic and were able to use that to get this passed. Since then, the courts have overturned it twice and so this is the last time since the pandemic is essentially over. So, this will essentially happen on the 11th of May.

They anticipate about 10 to 14,000 more people crossing the border every day, and this could have an effect on us as a community. Knowing we have a very large Hispanic community, not saying that that is all that will be coming across the border, but there could be a possibility that we could have more here.

This does not include the 30,000 a month that is able to fly into our country. It is a large number of people. He just wants us to understand what we can and cannot do, and what we can and cannot say to homeless people or people that have no residence. He asked what we could do if five people showed up on our doorsteps. Mrs. Mcarron ask what can we do? Mr. Sasser said we can ask them to move on. All we can do is ask them politely to move on and find out if there are any social service groups or organizations that can help assist them. There are groups in Chehalis that will come out and get the homeless people. Mrs. Mcarron mentioned at least two groups that she was aware of.
Mrs. Minnear asked that if they come here and they say they are not going to leave, they can camp out and stay overnight and put up a tent and all that stuff. Yes, Mr. Sasser said, but we can politely ask them to leave. We then have to try and figure out what services we can find for them. The county definitely has shelters for them.

The other part of this whole thing with the influx, it isn’t just Title 42, it is also Title 8 which gives them the ability to say that they want to seek asylum and with that then they are given the right to get a preliminary hearing. So, then the courts get overrun like they are right now, they will say here is your court date, come back in this time frame and then they never show up.

The things we have to do are to provide safety, health and housing. And what that means then is that since we do not have anything here in our town, we have to identify what organizations there are out there that we can call to get them to come out and help these people. 
Mrs. Minnear asked if we were still able to keep the doors to the community center locked. And Mr. Sasser said yes. She also asked about the restrooms in the park and Mr. Sasser said yes. He said we have signs in the park that say the park closes at dusk.

Then Mrs. Simon made a comment that it is also closed during the day sometimes because her daughter took her daughter to the park and they both needed to use the restroom and they were locked so she had to rush home with her three-year-old. Discussion followed.

Mrs. Minnear then commented that the governor of Texas is already being criticized for shipping people to other places. The smaller cities along the border are getting overwhelmed. The smallest communities, once they have fulfilled their ability to service them, send them out to the streets. No one could imagine what these cities are going through. 
Mr. Sasser said that one thing we could do is get some signage regarding loitering and Mrs. Mcarron said then that becomes a legal issue which we can do something about. So, Mrs. Mcarron said she thinks there should be some no loitering signs everywhere. Everyone agreed. 

Mr. Sasser then said that maybe we should think about an ordinance that deals with this issue. Ways we can say it, thinking back to a year or so ago when we had the other encampment to deal with, it wasn’t until the Corps of Engineers got involved that they were able to move that encampment out of there. The Corps of Engineers is responsible for all the water ways in the United States. Mr. Sasser said that what we can do around our wellheads, or any of our water towers that we have, maybe we could put up signage there. No trespassing and such signs. As of right now he said we do not have any signs at any of our locations. We need to put some ordinances in place and also along Klickitat Creek because that waterway goes back into the lake. Discussion followed.
Mr. Sasser said there are things we cannot say and could not say to anyone that is homeless. We cannot say that they need to get a job or why they are homeless or anything job related. It should always be how we can help them. Mrs. Simon asked if we should suggest to them that they should go to the Chehalis or Centralia area because they have more available services and things that could help them.

Mrs. Mcarron asked that at what point after reaching out to these other entities and we get resources for them, and they say well we are not going anywhere. Mr. Sasser said that is what is happening up in Seattle right now and Mrs. Mcarron then asked what do we do. Mr. Sasser said that all we can do is as long as we have our signage up then we can enforce that. Discussion followed. He has spoken to the attorney about what we can and cannot do and evidently a few cities are getting sued because of this homeless stuff. And because we are a small town, Mr. Sasser said he can see where it could eventually hit us. More discussion followed.

Mr. Sasser is very concerned for us, as a city going forward this next year. He said we need to make a list and compile some information so that we can be prepared. Mrs. Mcarron said like a pamphlet that we could hand out to them. Mr. Sasser said we need to be proactive. Mrs. Simon asked if we should talk to the churches to see if they can help in some way. Discussion followed.
Mr. Sasser said we also need to look at our ordinance for the park, because he does not think we have anything in there that address camping in the park. Even though we have a sign that says the park closes at dusk, it does not prevent people from camping there. What is our mechanism to get these people out? Mrs. Mcarron asked if we have an ordinance currently for the operation of the park. Mr. Sasser said he believes we have something that talks about renting the park. Mrs. Mcarron asked if we should have Mrs. Manley look into this and Mr. Sasser said that Ms. Hannon could do it. He said everything has to go through Ms. Hannon first. Discussion followed.

Mr. Sasser asked the council what they think we should as a humanitarian entity be doing more of? Mrs. Mcarron said we should come up with a plan to find them the resources and give the transport that they need. She said we need to have transport in this area. Discussion followed.
Another facet of this is the hospital treatment that people will need, and this is already overwhelming our local resources. Discussion followed.

Mrs. Mcarron and Mrs. Simon will look into what pamphlets may be available from other areas.
Mr. Sasser asked if he was being too oversensitive or overreactive and Mrs. Mcarron said no, that if we don’t start looking at these things now it will soon smack us in the face, and we will not be prepared. Comments continued.

Mr. Sasser said as we move forward each month, if anyone has something that we definitely need to discuss, he has no problem calling for a special session. He said we not only need to be proactive, but we also need to continue to educate ourselves with the things that are happening. Things could affect us in one day.

X.
Adjournment   5:46
Mrs. Mcarron motioned to adjourn the meeting; Mrs. Simon seconded. Question called; motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Angie Hartmann
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