
MOSSYROCK CITY COUNCIL MEETING

April 19, 2023
I     Call to Order 

The Council meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Randall Sasser.
II.   Pledge of Allegiance
III   Roll Call – 6:01
Present were Mayor Randall Sasser, Angie Hartmann. Council Members: Bea Minnear, Juliana Simon, Shannon Mcarron and Teresa Quinlan. Excused Absence: Craig Byrum.  Excused: City Engineer and City Attorney. 
Mr. Sasser said we have a quorum.

IV   Setting of Agenda and Consent Agenda 6:02
Mrs. Quinlan motioned to set the Agenda and Consent Agenda as written and Mrs. Mcarron seconded. Question called and passed.
V   Treasurer Report   6:05
Mrs. Hartmann gave the Treasurer’s report. See attached.
VI  Staff and Committee Reports   6:08
A. Public Works – Mr. Kauk 

Mr. Sasser introduced Mr. Kauk as one of our Wastewater Operator. Besides Damon, he is the only person who has a certificate. He has only been here a year; Mr. Sasser gave him his congratulations.
Mr. Kauk read the report on the Public Works, it is attached. 

Mr. Kauk also extended the offer to visit the wastewater treatment plant to see how things work.

Mrs. Quinlan asked about the severed electrical lines and Mr. Kauk said it is inside the influent lift station, so it has to do with those internal working parts. They fixed it accordingly. Mr. Sasser said it is in a hole about eight feet down with three pumps.

Mr. Sasser thanked Mrs. Mcarron for going out to take a tour of the plant. Mrs. Manley asked if she could set up a date to take the planning committee out there and Mr. Sasser told her to get ahold of Mr. Kauk and set something up. Comments followed.

B. Law Enforcement -   Chief Morningstar
Not present
D. Planning Commission – Mrs. Manley

Mrs. Manley said they have two building permits that came before the planning committee, one was a proposed pole barn at 258 Mossyrock Road West, not issue with the pole barn but a discussion came up about the use of the pole barn. Discussion for this was tabled for the time being.
The Assembly of God Church is enclosing the front of their facility to turn it into a portico which will be totally enclosed, and they will be adding a cross out front. They had no issue with this, so they sent it on to be signed off on.

Mr. Sasser said he noticed that they had moved in the mobile home next to the church. It was moved in a couple of days ago. Discussion followed.
C.  Parks – Mr. Sasser
Mr. Sasser said he skipped over parks because two days ago we had an incident in the park that really drew attention to the youth in our area. There is a group of twelve of them that have absolutely taken over the park and there are issues where they have beaten up people, they have damaged the bathrooms, it has been bad. We got the information and taken it to the school, the school knew every one of the children there that did the damage. The police have gotten involved and were able to make an arrest on a couple of them. 
Somehow, and Mr. Sasser does not know how to do it, he thinks the school definitely needs to close their campus. He said there is no need for these kids going down to the park, smoking and vaping and doing all this stuff. They should not be doing this during their lunchtime. He is going to try and get to the next school board meeting and voice our concerns. Discussion followed.

The school is responsible to a certain extent. More discussion. Mr. Sasser asked County Commission Mr. Brummer what the county can help them with. Mr. Brummer said they have a new juvenile detention facility that helps the kids with all kinds of programs to help rehabilitate the young individuals. He may also help by talking to the superintendent and the school board members. More discussion followed regarding the open campus.

Mrs. Minnear asked if all of the kids are under 18 and Mr. Sasser said they are all under 18.

The school will also be getting a new superintendent and a new principal for the middle school.

Mrs. Quinlan asked if we see them doing something on camera do they get charged. Mr. Sasser said not everything is enforceable. We don’t have cameras inside of the bathrooms. More discussions about possible electric locks.

Mr. Brummer highly encouraged the council to form a letter from the city council and send it to the superintendent and the school board to make it a stronger emphasis on the issues we are having. Everyone liked the idea.
VII
 Public Comment on Agenda Items   6:24
NA
VIII   Old Business     6:24
A.
Interlocal Agreement with the City of Toledo



Mr. Sasser said we have entered into an interlocal agreement with the City of Toledo to allow Mrs. Hartmann or Ms. Hannon to go to Toledo to help out with their office. We talked about this at our special council meeting but did not vote on it because it was not part of the agenda.
Mr. Sasser said we considered the wages with all the items they are paid for and broke it down to the hours wages and left it open to as needed and if it works into our schedule, they would be able to go but it is on an as needed basis. 

Mrs. Mcarron asked if Mrs. Hartmann was ok with this and she said yes and so is Ms. Hannon. All work that needs to be done for our city takes priority. Mrs. Mcarron asked why they need our help, and it is because of the whole staff from Toledo had walked off the job for whatever their reason was. Mrs. Mcarron asked what happens if Mrs. Hartmann leaves because she likes it better over there and Mrs. Hartmann said no she would not leave. Mr. Sasser said the wage compensation will be at $34.25 and hour that the City of Toledo will be compensating us for when they go over there. 

Mrs. Hartmann said they have been calling her for help and she has been giving them ideas on what they can do and right now they are finishing up on the audit with the state.

Mrs. Mcarron motioned to accept the Interlocal Agreement with the City of Toledo; Mrs. Simon seconded. Question called and passed.

Commissioner Brummer thanked us for being able to assist the City of Toledo. He said at their last council meeting they expressed their gratitude for our assistance.

Mrs. Quinlan asked how long this was going to last. Mrs. Hartmann said that when she came on board to help fix things it took her three years, she said Toledo has a long road ahead because they have nothing set in place. They are looking for policy and procedures which the state says they have to put in place. Mrs. Quinlan asked if the personnel they have will stay in place so we will not have to do this over and over again and Mrs. Hartmann said yes. Mr. Sasser said that there are a lot of things we can give them as far as boiler plate forms and they can use them as they see fit.

Mrs. Minnear commented that the cities need to treat each other as family to help each other out and everyone agreed.

IX     New Business - 6:28
A.
Child Abuse Awareness Month.
Information was given out to the council members. The presenter was not able to come.

B.
Riffe Lake
Mr. Sasser said that ever since 2017 when they came to do their presentation and reidentify their geological assessment and points for the dam, it has been a bur in his side. He does not believe that they are thinking about the wellbeing of Mossyrock and or Morton. The reason why he asked the commissioner to come tonight is because we need to figure out a way to take this up the ladder somehow. Mr. Buddy Rose has done a lot of investigation into this and writing on this. The last information sent out by Tacoma is in a sense contradicts what they said in 2017. Some of their numbers are totally incorrect and Mr. Rose has stuff to back that.
The thing that irritates Mr. Sasser is that he has had about six meetings with Tacoma City Light, and then Congresswoman Perez about three weeks ago with Mayor Dan and himself. He really feels that nothing is happening. It has been six years and there still is not a plan in place and the information is that they will not have anything in place till the mid-2030s before something gets done. It took them less than five years to build the dam, so why not come up with a plan and repair this. We say something to Tacoma City Light as far as it affects our town, and they reply that the campground is full and booked up all the time. Well, that is true but there is absolutely not one boat that comes through town now, not one. There used to be on any Saturday morning, there would be 20 to 30 boats that would come through town. Most of those boats would stop and get fuel and snacks, go out and fish, come back, stop and have lunch, refuel and head home. We do not have that now. Tacoma City Light is thinking they are not having a problem here and we do not have to do anything till our permit is up. So, this is what irritates him. He is going to bring this issue up at every mayor meeting where some of the state people are there. This has to be addressed somehow. He then turned the meeting over to Mr. Buddy Rose.
Mr. Rose handed out some pictures and information that he had. Mr. Rose said that in 2017, the US Geological Survey reevaluated the potential earthquake intensity in the area. And based on that new information, they anticipated that there could be a potential force 7 earthquake within two miles of the dam. And so, they ran ground movement models against the dam with a Richter 7 earthquake and the dam there are four spillway gates in the dam. They are not in the dam but in these peers that stick out into the lake and these piers go out about 40 or 50 feet and they have no bracing and what happens in this force 7 earthquake is that they would break off or render the gates unusable would not be able to be controlled. If that were to happen, when the lake was at 778 feet in elevation and all that water would drain out real suddenly it would put 20 or 30 feet in Longview and Kelso and upset those folks and destroy those towns. So, what they decided was that they would lower the lake to a point where if the gates failed during an earthquake, that flooding downstream would be no worse than that which occurred in 1996 when we had some really high waters in the spring. This is where the 749.5-foot current match amount came from. More comments followed.
He suspects that cost is the issue. In ’63 and ’64 they raised the dam 20 feet, and you just don’t put 20 feet of concrete on top of a dam, you have to redesign the whole dam from bottom to top. They did that in two years. It should not take them 15 years to fix the gates out front. The current license with FERC expires in 2037, a 35-year license and it was granted in 2002. He has commented about this in the beginning, and they will wait till their license expires and discuss it again. Mr. Rose said this is not the first time this has happened. He handed out pictures of the current water levels and documents of the water flow and levels from past years.
Mrs. Quinlan asked if this was the first time that they were not going to allow any boats in. Mr. Rose said that in 2018 there was an almost instant replay of what happened this year. Almost identical. And it was not till almost mid-May that you could launch any boats into Riffe Lake and this year it started October 1st and since October 1st there has been very little time that you could launch a boat at the very lowest Mossyrock launch and you have not been able to launch a boat at the east end of the lake since October 1st.

Then Mr. Rose explained the information he handed out. Comments followed.

Mr. Sasser said that now we are going to have to go in and re-harvest all the forest that is about 200 feet down growing in the lake with the water so low. Alder and cottonwood growing 20 feet tall. Mrs. Hartmann even commented that the fish hatcheries cannot even get the fish into the lake. More comments followed. 
Mr. Sasser then asked who holds Tacoma City Light to this standard. Who is the overwatch? Mr. Rose said FERC, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. They are the only leverage you have against Tacoma Power has their license to operate the project. Mr. Sasser said you would think there was an oversight committee that would look at them and ask the questions that Mr. Rose has regarding Riffe Lake. More comments followed. Mr. Sasser is frustrated that nothing has happened in six years.

Mrs. Sasser asked Commissioner Brummer for assistance and guidance in what we can do regarding this issue. Commissioner Brummer said he has been working with Tacoma for over 20 years, they have not upheld their end of the bargain for the citizens for the county and they bring in revenue in excess of 50 million dollars a year for the electricity they produce in this county. This is profit and Mr. Rose said 25 million goes into their general fund. Commissioner Brummer said that everything that Mr. Rose said is absolutely accurate. More comments followed. Tacoma Power has commented that the reason for this shortage of water is the lack of rainfall. More discussion. Commissioner Brummer said there is no other option except to put pressure on FERC to have them raise the level of the water to where it should be and not allow them to lower it anymore. Comments continued.
Mr. Sasser said he is not a politician, but a concerned citizen of his community and he has already commented on different things. He said this needs to be brought to the publics eye and attention. He said if there is anything we can do, he will do it. Mr. Rose said that Mr. Gary Stamper went back to Washington D.C. in 2018 or 2019 to FERC and they said they have never heard anything from Tacoma Power about fixing the dam. Mrs. Simon said that is what is frustrating, it is a priority for us but not to them and all they want to do is make money. More comments followed.
Mr. Sasser said that in today’s society, social media is used frequently. News agencies, Facebook, Twitter, or whatever it is, that definitely has an effect. Look at what just happened recently with Anheuser Busch, there is a way to make your voice heard. Look what happened two days ago in this city, with what happened with the bathrooms. It was put on Facebook and within hours we had all kinds of comments saying what is wrong with here. Immediately we started getting information back on that. It definitely has an impact. What can we do to make this bigger than East Lewis County.
Mrs. Quinlan commented that we have to look at more than just Riffe Lake because the last couple of years with COVID, people have had extra money that did not have jobs and bought boats and had time to take their families to our lakes. On the highway they have been parking on both sides of the highway and this has become a safety issue. Now if we are closing this one down, and the people are still coming, we will not have space to even go to our own local parks. Discussion followed.
Commissioner Brummer said they would start with Latasha from Tacoma Power, their public relations person, and let them know what we think is the issue and we do not want excuses because we have the facts of what has been happening with the amount of draw down. The numbers don’t lie and let’s present that to them. It is completely appropriate for us to ask them for their plan and how they are going to control the flow to get us back up and not let this happen in successive years. It would be one thing if we were in a drought, but this will not be the case with the current snowpack. Tacoma Power does not expect the lake to get back to 749 this year. 30% of the lake is now dry. Mrs. Mcarron said wells are now being affected by the loss of the water. Comments followed.

Commissioner Brummer will contact them and set up a meeting and would like the meeting to be held out here. It would be very advantageous for Mr. Rose to be there.

C.
TIB Grant
Mr. Sasser said he wanted to share something really exciting, at the last meeting he had talked about the TIB (Transportation Improvement Board) Grant, our grant for the roads is $213,534.00 which is for chip seal and other road fixes. The money is from the fuel tax given out by the state. Eight cities are participating in the program. We have given them dates as to when we do not want it done so they will work around those dates.

Mrs. Quinlan asked how much we usually spend when we go to get work done on the roads. Mr. Sasser said that it is whatever our pass-through funds are and allowable. Mrs. Quinlan asked if it was about $60,000 and the mayor said no, and Mrs. Hartmann said the county tries to keep it to less than $30,000. So, these funds will do a lot more.
Mr. Sasser said this is some exciting good news.

MAAL also let everyone know that Paul Ghosen will be the grand marshall for the parade this year. Other comments were made.
X.
Adjournment   7:05
Mrs. Mcarron motioned to adjourn the meeting; Mrs. Simon seconded. Question called; motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Angie Hartmann
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