
MOSSYROCK CITY COUNCIL MEETING

August 16, 2023
I     Call to Order 

The Council meeting was called to order at approximately 6:17 p.m. by Mayor Randall Sasser.
II.   Pledge of Allegiance
III   Roll Call – 6:17
Present were Mayor Randall Sasser, Angie Hartmann, Council Members: Bea Minnear, Juliana Simon, and Teresa Quinlan. Excused Absence: Craig Byrum.  Excused: City Engineer and City Attorney and Council Member Shannon Mcarron. 
Mr. Sasser said we have a quorum.

IV   Setting of Agenda and Consent Agenda 6:18
Motion made by Mrs. Simon to accept the agenda and consent agenda. Seconded by Mrs. Minnear. Question called and passed.
V   Treasurer Report   6:18
Mrs. Hartmann gave the Treasurer’s report. See attached.

Mr. Sasser commented that any of the conferences that the staff can go to makes them better at what they do and better employees.
VI  Staff and Committee Reports   6:22
A. Public Works – Mr. Randall Sasser
Mr. Sasser commented that as you can see as you travel around town, we have an outside contractor replacing our fire hydrants. Replacing the four in front of the school, going from actual pumping stations to actual fire hydrants. A lot of interesting things have come to light through this project is that we have three sets of water map talking about the water lines and where they go. There were three water districts about 40 to 50 years ago in Mossyrock and then they got combined into one. In 2014 when we had a big water improvement, those maps do not even match what we have now, this was done by Grey Osbourne. Things that we thought would shut off lines, even through testing weeks in advance, when it came time to do it it became an issue. We have found a way to isolate those lines. Discussion followed.
Like with any obstacle you always find opportunities. The guys are still working hard to take care of things, potholes as well.

B. Law Enforcement -   Officer Peterson
Officer Peterson said Mr. Cournyer did give him any information to be able to give to us. He did say that some of the data we received from the street metering may be skewed a little bit. But the data could still be helpful. He also said if there were any other concerns or issues to please let him know.
Mr. Sasser said that what we have done with the west side of Nachos (putting in parallel parking) with the three parking spots now and instead of pulling in, they have been following that. He is pleased with that and with our flashing stop sign now. He is happy with that, and Officer Peterson has made announcements in Nachos regarding the parking situation. This has helped out quite a bit. Comments followed.
C.  Parks – Mr. Sasser
Mr. Sasser said that with this one grant that he thinks is about $105,000, we are looking at some new equipment. They have some stiff requirements and guidelines as to what you can use the funds for. What is nice is that it is a zero match. He thinks it is between $50,000 and $105,000. We are perhaps looking at a new mower with some wings on it so we can do a better job at mowing and get it done faster. The piece pf equipment you have to buy has to be strictly for the parks, it cannot be used for anything else.
The Blueberry Festival was great, the improvements we did to the park with the new power, where in years past this was always there has been power shortages for the vendors. This time we did not have those issues, adding the 200 amps out there helped out tremendously.

Mr. Sasser has some thoughts he would like to present to the park board and the city council in the months to come in how we can utilize the park for more than just one or two festivals each year. How we can make it into way to generate money to go back into being able to pay for the park. Comments followed. We did have an outside company actually rent the park and this was the first time besides it being used by MAAL. He has a letter on his desk of another company wanting to rent the park. Other comments followed.
D. Planning Commission – Mrs. Manley

Mrs. Manley said they had no action items at the last meeting. She asked if the pass-through ordinance could be added to the agenda for next month. So, Ordinance 504 will be added to next month’s agenda. Comments followed.
Mrs. Manley also commented on the County Planning Commission in what they had planned and could not understand why they are planning some of the things they want us to buy into and not receive anything for. Discussion followed.

She also asked about having a workshop to get the council’s comments regarding some of the ordinances that need to be talked about. Mr. Sasser said there should be no problem with that so we will need to look at the calendar and schedule a time for that. More discussion followed.

VII
 Public Comment on Agenda Items   6:48
Need continued support of the food pantry in front of the community center.
Mrs. Minnear was concerned that they are putting dairy products inside the box.

VIII   Old Business     6:49
N/A
IX     New Business - 6:50
A.
Ordinance 509  
Adopting the Mossyrock Comprehensive General Sewer Plan
Mrs. Minnear said she reviewed the ordinance and had a couple of questions, she said this is replacing some other ordinances back in 1997, is there an ordinance number that goes with this. Mrs. Hartmann explained that her and the attorney tried finding the ordinances regarding the sewer plan and could not find one so that is why this ordinance will be superseding any previous ordinances regarding the sewer plan. Then she had a question about Jackson Engineering and Grey Osbourne engineering and asked if there were bids for this. Mr. Sasser explained about the engineering companies and about six years ago we contracted with Jackson Engineering to be our primary engineering company. Discussion followed.
Mrs. Hartmann explained that this is all part of the Department of Ecology grant for the sewer comprehensive plan. This is the final draft that is to be approved so we can complete the grant.

Mr. Sasser said it was a $250,000 grant and Mrs. Hartmann said it was $200,000, $100,000 was part of the forgiveness grant and the other portion is the loan part. 

Mrs. Quinlan asked if this was part of the Isbell Road issue and Mrs. Hartmann said no that Isbell is part of the water, this is strictly sewer. Mr. Sasser said this is for the upgrades at the sewer plant. This was because our sewer comprehensive plan had not been updated in a long time, this is what this was for was to get this updated and back on track.
Mr. Rose asked whatever happened with the rate study, Mr. Sasser said that is coming and coming very soon. It is done, Mr. Sasser is looking for a way to present it to the city. Mr. Rose commented that the rates would be dramatically different in order to meet budgetary requirements. Mr. Sasser said that not only that but to be able to qualify for any grants. Mrs. Minnear asked what this was in regard to, and Mrs. Hartmann said it was the study done by RCAC, Rural Community Assistance Corporation.

Mrs. Minnear made a motion to accept Ordinance 509, Mrs. Simon seconded. Question called and passed.
X.
Other Items -
6:58
Margarita Huerta did not attend but she told Mrs. Hartmann what her concerns were about. Basically, one of the businesses asked her why the stripping for the parking spaces was going to happen because people park anywhere and everywhere. She does not own a business here, but she helps out at Deliciousness and Mrs. Hartmann’s husband has the same concerns. He even went out and made his own strips because the city has not done it. Mrs. Hartmann told Mrs. Huerta when she asked about it, that because this is public parking, they cannot stipulate that these spaces are mine and mine only. You cannot do that, because even at the pizza shop, it never fails, they will park in front of the shop and go to either the Pioneer or walk down to Nachos. Mr. Sasser said that parking has always been a problem here in Mossyrock. He had to  park by the pizza shop one day and walk down to Smith and Sons because there was nowhere else to park. He will look into it.
Mr. Sasser then thanked the Chandlers for coming, our new school superintendent and his wife and Doug. Doug asked if the community could support local kids like the Judd Hankins family who are showing animals at the fair next week.
XI.
Adjournment   6:59
Mrs. Quinlan motioned to adjourn the meeting; Mrs. Minnear seconded. Question called; motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Angie Hartmann
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