
MOSSYROCK CITY COUNCIL MEETING

February 15, 2023
I     Call to Order 

The Council meeting was called to order at approximately 6:10 p.m. by Mayor Randall Sasser.
II.   Pledge of Allegiance
III   Roll Call – 6:10
Present were Mayor Randall Sasser, Angie Hartmann. Council Members: Bea Minnear, Juliana Simon, and Craig Byrum. Excused Absence: Shannon Mcarron and Teresa Quinlan.  Excused: City Engineer and City Attorney. 
Mr. Sasser said we have a quorum.

IV   Setting of Agenda and Consent Agenda 6:11
Mr. Byrum motioned to set the Agenda and Consent Agenda with corrections for Ordinance 503. Mrs. Minnear seconded.
V   Treasurer Report   6:10
Mrs. Hartmann gave Treasurer’s report. See attached.
Mrs. Hartmann commented on the Energy Efficiency Grant from the Department of Commerce being completed in two years instead of three and as soon as funds have been received that grant will be finished. 
Mr. Sasser commented that this was for the improvements in the community center for the lights and in city hall and windows.
VI  Staff and Committee Reports   6:14
A. Law Enforcement -   Chief Morningstar
Mr. Sasser said that Chief Morningstar is out of the state right now so there is no report.

B. Planning Commission – Mrs. Manley

Mrs. Manley said they met on January 24th, did not have any particular proposals that needed attention. They talked a little bit about the residential and market districts, and what is not allowed. Pros and cons about what is existing and what is pending. No decisions needed to be made.

What was new were the pass-through fees, she gave an example of this. They are working on an ordinance to get this done. She thought she saw an ordinance from long ago regarding this and will verify this. Ordinance has been started.

There was discussion about type of homes wanting to be put on properties.

Mrs. Manley said she would like to see another element added to the agenda, an Item E for Community Development.

She touched briefly about this last month when she talked about updating our growth management plan. We are required to do this by the legislature, they passed new laws, everyone is updating their plans and have two years to do this. Needs to be done by 2025. In July we will be eligible by population, the City of Mossyrock will be eligible for $100,000. We can take a lump sum or spread it out over the two years, . and this is for helping with the update of the growth management plan.

Mr. Byrum asked if this was provided through a grant or something and Mrs. Manley said no, the legislature decided that some cities would need help getting this done. The funds will be available in July of this year.

Mr. Sasser said that the funds will go towards the engineering, which helps offsets their costs. Discussion followed.

Office of Financial Management (OFM) is using the 2020 census data to set the parameters in developing the growth management plans. More discussion followed.

Mr. Byrum asked what our population is currently. Mrs. Manley said that according to the county projections it is about 786, the engineering consultants said it was 906. More discussion.
Mrs. Manley said the legislature is keying on affordable housing in areas. This means low-income housing and affordable medium income housing. Discussion followed.

Mr. Sasser then commented that we have to look ahead, not just in the next couple of years but 10, 15, even 20 years for the town. Discussion followed. He then commented that part of the planning should be the infrastructure which may not be adequate right now. More discussion.
Mr. Sasser also commented that the group homes they want everyone to impose on us, as long as he is mayor, there will be certain homes that will not be allowed here. Mr. Byrum asked if they were trying to put in Section 8 housing and Mr. Sasser said no, this is something else. Mrs. Manley said we get to define what this would look like. More discussion.

Mr. Sasser said we just have to identify the areas that we have and we will fall within the boundaries that they are asking for. More discussion.
Ms. James was concerned about a comment made by Mr. Byrum about HUD housing, she asked if he did not want this type of housing in our community? She said she may have misunderstood him. Mr. Byrum said he thinks there should be opportunities, but he did not like the idea of things being imposed by bureaucracies upon a small conservative style city. And those who say that you have to have it because Olympia has it, and they can handle their homeless. That was his concern, but he does have an open mind. More discussion followed.

Ms. James then asked about the shipping containers and Mrs. Manley said that it was in reference to the containers being used for storage. Ms. James said she has seen some of those turned into homes and they look nice. Then she asked about where the city limits are. More discussion.
Mrs. Manley said that along with working on the growth management, she has also formed a Citizen’s Advisory Committee to use a vision that was created two years ago. They would like to see growth directed to Mossyrock. Discussion followed.
On March 6th at 3 pm, they will be meeting for a two-hour working session. They will have put together policy statements which can give direction to the community. More discussion.

C. Public Works – Mr. Sasser

Mr. Sasser shared the report submitted by the Public Works Department.
D. Parks Committee – Mr. Sasser

Hoping to open up in another couple of weeks.
Mr. Sasser talked about the issues with the new drain line and trying to fix this up.

A lot of things to be done in the park before our functions this year. Discussion followed.
VII
 Public Comment on Agenda Items   6:52
NA
VIII   Old Business     6:52
NA



IX     New Business - 6:52
A.
Issues of Smell in Town – Bryan Tienhaara

Mr. Sasser said we had a citizen who could not attend for medical reasons, he was concerned about the smell from the chicken manure that was spread out on the fields. He asked if we could do something so this will not happen again. No solution was given, it is short lived and expected in a rural farming community. No action taken.
B.
Paulette James
Free VITA Tax Preparation

Ms. James wanted the information regarding free tax preparation at the Grange to be added to the city’s reader board and wants to know why the city will not allow it. She was denied this request. She explained what she does and how it helps the community. She explained who the group is and who they can help.

Mr. Sasser offered the use of our sandwich boards and Ms. James refused this because she already has posters up. She just wants an explanation as to why we will not put it up on our reader board. Mr. Sasser tried to explain to her that it is not the best place to place information and that he would have to check with our legal department. He even offered her the community center which she refused as well. Discussion followed.

C.
Twin City Transit -   ?

No show.
X.
Adjournment   7:07
Mr. Byrum motioned to adjourn the meeting; Mrs. Minnear seconded. Question called; motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Angie Hartmann
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