
MOSSYROCK CITY COUNCIL MEETING

July 19, 2023
I     Call to Order 

The Council meeting was called to order at approximately 6:02 p.m. by Mayor Randall Sasser.
II.   Pledge of Allegiance
III   Roll Call – 6:04
Present were Mayor Randall Sasser, Angie Hartmann, Council Members: Bea Minnear, Juliana Simon, and Shannon Mcarron. Excused Absence: Craig Byrum and Teresa Quinlan.  Excused: City Engineer and City Attorney. 
Mr. Sasser said we have a quorum.

IV   Setting of Agenda and Consent Agenda 6:04
No corrections or additions to the agenda or consent agenda. Motion made by Mrs. Simon to accept the agenda and consent agenda. Seconded by Mrs. Mcarron. Question called and passed.
V   Treasurer Report   6:04
Mrs. Hartmann gave the Treasurer’s report. See attached.

Mr. Sasser commented on the August meeting being the first budget meeting where preliminary numbers will be given for the budget. Mrs. Hartmann said that this is the basic numbers, but we have to have three or four meetings before the final budget is passed. All of this has to be done by our November meeting.
VI  Staff and Committee Reports   6:06
A. Public Works – Mr. Randall Sasser
Mr. Sasser commented that he did not know if people noticed or not be we have had a vac trailer in town the last couple of days. We are working toward replacing the fire pump stations along Williams Street in front of the school. They are not fire hydrants but pump stations, and they will be replaced with fire hydrants. The ones in front of the school are from 1948. We have a total of five that we are replacing, four in front of the school and one on the corner of Court and Main St. An outside contractor will be doing that. We had to locate a couple of lines that did not have valves. Comments continued. Notices will be sent out regarding shut offs in certain areas.
Still working on pothole filling and will be having chip seal done by the end of the summer. This will cover five or six streets.

Also, the festivals that are going on and the public works is keeping very busy. We are fully staffed again, he brought this up at the last meeting.

Mrs. Minnear asked about the dates of the shut offs and Mr. Sasser said that once the lines are identified, then they will send out the notices to certain areas. Mrs. Hartmann told Mrs. Minnear that she would not be affected because it is a different area from where she lives. Other comments followed.

B. Law Enforcement -   Officer Honcoop
Officer Honcoop said traffic is booming. He said they are out doing citations and they did quite a few this last week because of the boating. Calls to volume is way up. The mayor commented about the stops the officer is making. He watched all the people who blow through the stop sign in front of his store and watched Officer Honcoop stop those who chose not to stop. Officer Honcoop said he did 10 in one day, Mrs. Hartmann asked if they were citations or just warning and he said just warning. Most of the people were from out of the area with various excuses as to why they did not stop. Discussion followed. The mayor thanked them for their work.
C.  Parks – Mr. Sasser
Mr. Sasser said we have a lot going on down in the park. He said they are almost done with the other 50-amp hook ups, we added five more places for the vendors. Also, the concrete should be finished up in front of the amphitheater and that will all be done next week.
What is exciting is that we have rented the park out for the first time outside of the Blueberry Festival or MAAL renting it. It is an outside organization renting the park. Comments followed.
Mr. Rose asked if the pathways would be paved, and Mr. Sasser said not all of it. This is a year-by-year process because we are using some of the safety grant money for this. Comments followed.

D. Planning Commission – Mrs. Manley

Mrs. Manley said they had no action items at the last meeting. They talked about the pass-through ordinance and the growth management plan and the update coming up. She would like to have workshops on this and be able to answer questions about that. Mrs. Mcarron asked in regard to the growth management meetings, would Mrs. Manley like them posted on the Facebook page. She said that might be helpful. Other comments followed regarding the other ordinances the county is dealing with. Discussion followed.
VII
 Public Comment on Agenda Items   6:24
N/A
VIII   Old Business     6:24
A.
Ordinance 504
Regarding Pass-Through Deposits, Fees and Charges
Mr. Sasser asked Mrs. Mcarron what questions and concerns she had regarding this ordinance. Mrs. Mcarron said that for one it does not say where we are going to put the money. She said she understands that it will probably go to the general fund, but she feels that it should be stated in the ordinance. And two, she feels like the fire department should be included in this in getting some of these pass-through fees because we are building, and building and building in this town and we are working off of a 1948 budget. That is why they are upping the levy amount. She wasn’t sure whether we needed another ordinance regarding just the fire department or how that would be done. She wasn’t sure whether the fire department should petition for the funds or how this could be done.
Mr. Sasser said we need to look at the RCWs to see if there is anything that says we can or cannot do this. Mrs. Manley said all this goes back into the general fund as payback for expenditures incurred. She said what she thinks is needed is impact fees and we do not have an ordinance for that, and we need to do that, and it is on the agenda to get done. Mr. Rose and Mrs. Mcarron said that this goes for the police and any other civil services groups. Discussion followed. Mr. Sasser offered that maybe we even want to set aside a percentage for these entities like fire and police. Mrs. Mcarron said that could also go for like the streets, sewer and other projects. Mrs. Manley asked about the administrative fees and if they could be used for part of this. Discussion followed.

Mrs. Mcarron asked when the last time was that Ordinance 427 was updated. Mrs. Manley said she thought it was recent. Mr. Sasser said we need to take a look and get more information. Mrs. Mcarron asked if we need to have a totally separate ordinance for impact fees and Mrs. Manley said yes, probably. Mr. Sasser said with all the building and things going on, the county should partner with us in this process. Mrs. Mcarron would like to see the old Ordinance 427 to make a comparison. She also asked how our fees are compared to the county. Are they less or more or about the same when it comes to the different categories. Mrs. Manley said that because we do not do our own building permits, the county charges their own fees because they do our building permits for us and inspections. What is on the ordinance is basically our processing fees. Mrs. Mcarron asked about specific fees and Mrs. Manley said that those are not the pass-through fees and tried to explain exactly what pass-through fees were. Comments continued. Mrs. Mcarron made the comment that some of the letters were missing on the printed copy which Mrs. Hartmann said would be corrected.
Mrs. Manley then tried to explain about the $500.00 administrative fee and what it is for.

Mrs. Mcarron motioned to table Ordinance 504 till next month. Mrs. Simon seconded. Question called and passed.

Mrs. Manley then explained the difference between the regular fees and an impact fee which is geared more toward the developers. Mrs. Mcarron said she would like the fire department included on that discussion. Discussion followed.
IX     New Business - 6:36
A.
Ordinance 507
Smith Annexation
Mr. Sasser said we are finally to the point of getting this done. He then explained what the Smith Annexation was, it is for the property along Isbell Road and Mossyrock Road West. This was talked about years ago about getting their property into the city. We are at the final stages for this. Mrs. Manley said that once the council votes to approve the ordinance, she will go down to the county assessor’s office and file the paperwork. She corrected herself, the auditor’s office and file the paperwork and it should be done. Then it goes to the Office of Financial Management so we will be able to get our taxes. The mayor asked Mrs. Hartmann to get this taken care of and Mrs. Hartmann said they would work together to get the process completed.
Mrs. Mcarron made a motion to pass Ordinance 507 for the Smith Annexation and Mrs. Simon seconded. Question called and passed.
B.
 Resolution 2023-03 
Growth Management and Water Plan Update 
Mr. Sasser said that this is requesting funds to start our grant application for the Department of 

Commerce in updating the City of Mossyrock Comprehensive Plan and the Department of Health in updating the City’s Water Plan. Essential we are trying to get funds to complete this process. He said it is for $50,000 and Mrs. Manley said there is no match. Mr. Sasser said there is one good thing for our town is that a lot of the grants we go after were a zero match or 5% match. That is really nice on some of the grants we apply for. Like with this grant here, it is $50,000, we do not have to pay anything out. But what frustrates him is where we had some funds that we paid for the last one and now the people who will get the money on this is the engineers. Other comments followed. 
Mrs. Mcarron made a motion to pass Resolution 2023-03 and Mrs. Simon seconded. Question called, passed.
C.
Ordinance 508
Amending Municipal Code 10.12 Concerning Riding of Bicycles 

and Skateboards on Sidewalks
Mr. Sasser said that what has brought this to light is that he has had so many complaints from people walking on our sidewalks and people are using skateboards and those two wheeled scooters, bicycles and paying absolutely no attention to people coming out of the stores, out of the businesses. They are weaving in and out of people and he personally and other people have talked to individuals about this. They are just not paying any attention to it. With this, he has felt it necessary to update our code. With that it has some teeth to it, there is a first violation which is a warning to the person, the second violation is a $30 fine, third one is $75 and then they can take the equipment. Could take the bike, could take the skateboard, could take the two wheel. There again, it is just a matter of time with someone coming out of a business or one of the restaurants, and they are coming through and hit an elderly person that person falls, and they hit their head and there we have it. He does not want to have this happen. This is why he wants to introduce this to the council.

Mr. Mcarron asked if he was ready for some comments, and he said absolutely. Mrs. Mcarron said feels that this is ludicrous because of these youths, these select five or six youths, she can not ride her bicycle within the sidewalks of this town that she pays taxes on help vote for. She can’t take her kids on the sidewalk, that she pays for. Her children, she is a responsible person, her children are under her care so now she is going to be penalized if we pass this ordinance, because of these kids. Mr. Sasser asked her how we would rewrite it. Mrs. Mcarron said she did not know but hopes this does not pass. She thinks it needs to be tabled and further discussed because she thinks that he is punishing the rest of the citizens of this town for a select few families that do not get control of their kids. And she thinks there has to be a better way that we can address these youths. Mr. Sasser said that that was a very good point, but unfortunately, the way some of the laws are written right now, we have no control over them. The police have no right to do anything, the laws does not allow them to do anything to those that are doing this. Officer Honcoop asked about having a helmet, make them wear helmets. He said to do a helmet law and Mrs. Mcarron said that this was already addressed on there. He said that we all know who these kids are and what they are doing, let’s make them wear helmets. He thinks that they will think that this is not cool and will stop doing things. Mr. Sasser then asked how we would protect the people coming out of a business.
 Mrs. Hartmann then commented that she and her husband own the pizza shop, and those little ruffians on the 4th of July did nothing but try use their establishment for their own little skate park. They shut the door that they leave open to air the place out so they could use it as a ramp. What happens when they fall down and get injured, are they going to come after us. Not only that, but they also put sticks with the flags on the end of their handlebars and were racing up and down. She was just praying to God that they would not hit some elderly person and cut their arm because of what they were doing. And they did not care, they about ran Mr. Sasser over. He very narrowly missed Mr. Sasser and then the other one shot out into the street. They are doing this all the time and they are using it as their own playground. It is very hard to watch that. Officer Honcoop asked about having them trespassed. He has trespassed someone else, we just need to call them regarding this. Mr. Sasser said even though the sidewalks are public, that is the problem. The other thing is, maybe what we do is have something in here that says need to have a parent or guardian present. 
Mrs. Mcarron then said that when she was going to high school in this town, she had a job in this town. She rode her bike, which is included in the ordinance, all the way to Aldrich farm from Godfrey Road, using these same exact sidewalks. Didn’t disturb anybody but she had a job. So, are we now going to stop these kids from going to work. There are kids around here who want to work. Comments continued. Mrs. Mcarron asked at what point do we go too far by regulating our citizens too much when we are in a free country. Mr. Sasser said we have an obligation as city council people, and Mrs. Mcarron said that if you are business owners in this town, trespass those individuals. Mr. Sasser said you can’t, because you cannot arbitrarily say this property is trespassing. Trespassing is going into their door. The sidewalk is public. She asked about his parking lot, and he said a good portion of it is the city’s. Mrs. Mcarron asked Mrs. Hartman where the ramp is in front of her store, Mrs. Hartmann said the sidewalk is split into two, the entrance into the laundromat is ours but the area she is talking about on the other side of the fence goes and where you come up into the pizza parlor, that other half is the city’s. We can’t regulate that portion. Mr. Sasser said the things we can do is with loitering, we can use that tool.
Mr. Sasser appreciates people having good conversations. But as long as they can bring to the table saying that these are problems that are dealing with people’s safety. How can we add to it to help protect the 80-year-old lady or the husband that is coming out of the restaurant or business and someone comes down and sideswipes them and they hit their head and die. Mrs. Mcarron then commented about what we do with the future youth and families in our town that will no longer be able to use a skateboard or scooter. More comments and discussion followed. Mr. Sasser said that coming down the road through the state, we are going to be required to have bike lanes and be able to protect our citizens on the road. We have to come up with a way to do that.
Mr. Sasser said this is his shot at it so if anyone has some other ideas, let’s bring those to the discussion. Mrs. Mcarron asked if we could have bicycle lanes put in so then we can say that they do not have to be on the sidewalks because we now have bicycle lanes. More discussion followed. Mrs. Mcarron wanted clarification on the language regarding negligence. She said that she would like to consider taking out section 2a. More discussion followed.

Mr. Sasser then asked Mrs. Mcarron to work on the ordinance and revise it in a manor that falls in with what she is requesting and then we will give it to the attorney to review. She will then have to come up with a way to address the issues properly. We can bring this back next month. More comments followed.

Mrs. Mcarron motioned to table Ordinance 508; Mrs. Simon seconded. Mrs. Minnear asked if it was tabled till the next meeting. Mrs. Mcarron will contact everyone to get their opinions. Mr. Sasser said yes. Question called and passed.

X.
Other Items -
6:57
A.
Mrs. Minnear – Police office staffing conditions.
Mrs. Hollenger is here to support Mrs. Minnear. They have not been in the office for awhile but are now back to working in the office again. The issue they are having is the heat in the room because they have no air conditioning. They have a homemade swamp cooler, but this is insufficient for them. So, today they had to leave because it was too hot, and she sent a message to the mayor of Morton to get them an air conditioner.

Mr. Sasser then said the air conditioner would be ordered tonight and they will have it as soon as possible. Officer Honcoop said they may have a unit in Morton they could use.

B.
Maggie and R.J. Workman – Rural Baseball Inc.

Maggie explained about this ball club and their needs for their upcoming regional tournament. They have about three young men currently on the team. The bus costs them about $5,000 and the hotel about $3,000 not including their meals and $600 to enter the regionals. There are 10 teams total. So, they are doing fund raisers to get them there. This is a big deal for Mossyrock. Five teams from Washington will be going. They are looking for support and donations.
C.
Food Pantry

There was a reminder that there is a Food Pantry in front of the Community Center on the sidewalk by the street and that it is in need of replenishing. Please contribute if you can.
Mr. Sasser acknowledged the new school superintendent and also wanted to let him know that sometime this year he wants to hold a celebration for the first responders and teachers and medical personnel to thank them for all that they do.

XI.
Adjournment   7:09
Mrs. Mcarron motioned to adjourn the meeting; Mrs. Simon seconded. Question called; motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Angie Hartmann
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