
MOSSYROCK CITY COUNCIL MEETING

May 17, 2023
I     Call to Order 

The Council meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Randall Sasser.
II.   Pledge of Allegiance
III   Roll Call – 6:01
Present were Mayor Randall Sasser, Angie Hartmann, Council Members: Bea Minnear, Juliana Simon, and Teresa Quinlan. Excused Absence: Craig Byrum and Shannon Mcarron.  Excused: City Engineer and City Attorney. 
Mr. Sasser said we have a quorum.

IV   Setting of Agenda and Consent Agenda 6:02
Mrs. Minnear motioned to set the Agenda and Consent Agenda as written and Mrs. Simon seconded. Question called and passed.
V   Treasurer Report   6:03
Mrs. Hartmann gave the Treasurer’s report. See attached.
Mr. Sasser said to just clarify some things on the audit, there is a yearly financial audit that we do with them. And then there is an audit for procedures and policies which is every two years. It used to be every year and has since been changed to every two years. There have been so many changes within the state government that they have had personnel changes so that is one reason why we are now every two years. We as a city are doing pretty good.

VI  Staff and Committee Reports   6:03
A. Public Works – Mr. Kauk 

Mr. Kauk said we had the Department of Ecology out yesterday to see what we need to do as far as the treatment plant, sewer upgrades and looking at our capital improvement plan to see what is being forecasted for the next six to twenty years. When we decide what we want to plan for we will meet with the Department of Ecology again to see about funding. We will not have to reapply again but will piggyback on the current grant we have now. Hopefully this will save us some money and time.
This last month we installed a Bug on a Rope, this helps the grease in our lift stations as a degreaser and is ecofriendly. This is a cost savings and efficient. 

We had all of our lab equipment recalibrated by a company called Quality Services, they come in and test everything we use for our labs every day. 

Finally, our non-pot contacts were replaced by an electrician. It was not making a connection when turned on so we had to have someone come out and replace it for us.

Public works wise, our dog park was taken down and we have just been mowing to keep up on the parks for the upcoming festivals and the summer.

Mr. Sasser commented that with Ecology yesterday, we had a meeting with them to see what we have going on out there. The plant itself is over 20 years old and so a lot of the electrical in there can not get replacement parts for. So, part of the grant would be upgrading from what we have to all new. Comments continued.

Mr. Sasser said that there again, if anyone wants a tour of the plant to contact Mr. Kauk.

B. Law Enforcement -   
Not present, report turned in by Police Department.
Mr. Sasser commented that Chief Morningstar is on administrative leave right now.

Mr. Sasser then commented on the report sent to us.

C.  Parks – Mr. Sasser
Mr. Sasser said we have some stakeouts as far as where the concrete for the dance floor and where the bench will be located. He met with the electrician the other night and met with him again today and a lot of the things we thought we would be able to get done before the festival could be a problem because of the supply chain, which could be an issue. He is dealing with PUD to see if our 400-amp service could be upgraded to 600. If that is the case, going down the center walkway, we will still be able to add three more pedestals which will definitely help out. We will see how it works out.
On the 22nd, the gentleman from the Alabama 415th, is coming out to walk where they will be setting up on the south side. We will actually be running power and water over to that side of the park. 
There will not be any haying this year, we do have one more bid for hay which ends this Friday. No one has bid on it yet. Haying is only for the south side of the park.
D. Planning Commission – Mrs. Manley

Mrs. Manley says she always updated the planning commission on the things that are going on with the council and did tell them about touring the plant and they will discuss that at their next meeting which is next Tuesday. They also talked about the Riffe Lake situation as well.

They talked about the pass-through ordinance and the pass-through fees, developer fees. They have been talking about this for a couple of months. They went ahead and approved it as it was drafted. They had some discussions about the interest rates and penalties because it feels a little hardnosed regarding the provisions but if you do not have those there you won’t have as much leverage. From a financial perspective, it is very reasonable.
The other thing discussed was the ability to wave the fees. A sample was given.

They have two commercial buildings right now. One of them has not been getting the information they need so it has been passed on to the county. We are spending time and money on these projects. 
Then she made some comments about where the Viking Café project is.

Mr. Sasser commented about the residential fees that were taken out and so he asked about the Vigre houses, if they were considered residential or commercial. Mrs. Manley said that she thought it was considered as commercial. The rentals are considered commercial, but the houses are up for sale. Discussion followed.

Mr. Sasser said we need to sit down and discuss this further because there are some things that he does not understand. Will get together with Ms. Jay for clarification on this ordinance.

Mr. Sasser asked if there was any movement on the fire hall. Nothing yet.

VII
 Public Comment on Agenda Items   6:27
NA
VIII   Old Business     6:28
A.
Resolution 2023-2      Updated Sewer Plan for Department of Ecology


Mr. Sasser explained this resolution. Mrs. Hartmann said we need to get this approved so that this can be sent on to the Department of Ecology for the grant to move forward in the process. They need to review it for 90 days for their approval. 

Mrs. Minnear asked if the attorney had seen it and Mrs. Hartmann said she had asked for the resolution to be put together for it to have the proper legal wording.

Mrs. Hartmann said she does have a copy of the report in the office for the council members to review at any time if they have any concerns or questions. This is all part of the grant. 

Mrs. Minnear motioned to accept Resolution 2023-02; Mrs. Simon seconded. Question called, passed.
IX     New Business - 6:32
A.
Ordinance 505
Regarding Controlled Substances (for discussion only)

Mrs. Hartmann relayed from Ms. Jay that if we wanted to discuss this ordinance we could, it was sent out for us to review just in case the legislature did not pass anything regarding this issue at their session. They are in a special session now. If we have any questions to pass them on to her but this is only for discussion tonight and not voted on tonight. Everyone thought that it had already been passed so it would be looked into. Mrs. Minnear did read it and was impressed with what this ordinance covers.

B.
Ordinance 504
Regarding Pass-Through Deposits, Fees and Charges (for discussion only)

Has been discussed previously and will be postponed for now.

Mr. Sasser said if no one had anything else he had a couple of things.

First, council members need to register by Friday for the upcoming election for their names to be on the ballot. Mrs. Minnear said it could all be done online. Everyone except Mr. Byrum needs to reregister.

Other items for discussion by Mr. Sasser. 
He said there was discussion at one time that maybe to enhance the rentability of the community center, that there could be an ice machine here and we could charge a little extra and then there could be ice available to MAAL for the festivals. Then we would not have the problem we had two years ago when we had to go to Yakima for ice. This would be an investment for the city and a way to enhance the rentability of the community center. What we would like to do in the future is upgrade the kitchen and add on to the back. Upgrade the kitchen to make it more of a commercial type of kitchen. Comments continued. Looking at making this an event center.

Mr. West said he did have a comment regarding the ice machine, as part of MAAL, they discussed that they need an ice machine but is not feasible for them to have one. For the city it would be real advantageous and they would have the place and the personnel and this would up their rental fee. He believes that this could be a win win for the city, MAAL could purchase the ice machine, in exchange for the rent they would have to pay for the park for the next few festivals. Comments followed.
Mr. Sasser is excited about the festivals this year and he sees a lot of great things happening. A lot of things like the kids fishing tank, kick boxing on Sunday, other family games as well. Mrs. Simon asked if there were going to be more things on the main street and Mr. Sasser said no, they will all still be down in the park. Mr. Sasser commented that two years ago they invited all the business owners to a meeting to hash out having the vendors on the street and they did not want to have that.

Mr. Sasser said that on July 4th, we are going to have a parade at 3 pm. We are going to close State St. from Williams to James St. We have some non-food street vendors and free hot dogs provided by MAAL. There will be music and dancing and the fire department will put on the fireworks that night. Trying to get the community out and to participate.

July the 2nd is when they are doing the Independence Day Run. There were well over 100 runners last year and they will do just as well this year.

As a quick thing too, in the park, we are going to concrete some of the pathways this year. We got a $5,000 grant from AWC RMSA that should equate to about four truckloads of concrete.
X.
Adjournment   6:45
Mrs. Quinlan motioned to adjourn the meeting; Mrs. Simon seconded. Question called; motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Angie Hartmann
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