
MOSSYROCK CITY COUNCIL MEETING

November 15, 2023
I     Call to Order 

The Council meeting was called to order at approximately 6:16 p.m. by Mayor Randall Sasser.
II.   Pledge of Allegiance
III   Roll Call – 6:16
Present were Mayor Randall Sasser, Treasurer Angie Hartmann, Council Members: Bea Minnear, Juliana Simon, Craig Byrum, Shannon Mcarron and Teresa Quinlan. Excused: City Engineer and City Attorney. 
Mr. Sasser said we have a full council.

IV   Setting of Agenda and Consent Agenda 6:17
Agenda and Consent Agenda for October and vouchers were done by Mr. Byrum and Mrs. Simon. Mrs. Mcarron motioned to set the agenda for October 18, 2023, and Mr. Byrum seconded. Question called and passed.
V   Treasurer Report   6:18
Mrs. Hartmann gave the Treasurer’s report. See attached.
Mr. Sasser commented on the parks grant we did not get; we did request information on how we ranked. They sent us some information, but we are going back to them for further explanation to find out how we rank against like Morton because they got theirs and we did not. Mrs. Hartmann will reach out to the person we have been in communication with to better clarification. Further comments.
VI  Staff and Committee Reports   6:22
A. Law Enforcement -   
Mrs. Hartmann said she gave the council member exactly what she was given. They resent the September information.
Mr. Sasser said he was pleased to hear that Officer Cournyer is our new chief.

He also asked if the small white car is a new car for the department.

Discussion followed on call outs.
B. Parks – Mr. Randall Sasser
We will probably begin having meetings again after the first of the year. Decisions will have to be made for the upcoming festival season.
C. Planning Commission – Mrs. Manley

Mrs. Manley said there were no projects to be considered. They just talked about planning things. Mr. Sasser asked if they have things to share next month.
D. Public Works – Mr. Sasser

Mr. Sasser commented on the ditches on Isbell being cleaned out and taken care of.
Then Mr. Sasser commented about trees being planted and some of the issues they may cause.

Mr. Sasser did comment that about six to eight months ago we were concerned because we still did not have a certified operator for the treatment plant, and we do now. Mr. Poukkula is Wastewater I and Wastewater II, Water I and Water II certified and Confined Spaces Certificate and is working on his Cross Connection Certification. So, we do now have someone who is totally certified. Then Mr. Sasser said we have another gentleman working on his certification and his intent is to get fully certified as well. That will be a five-to-six-year process.

VII
 Public Comment on Agenda Items   6:33
Mr. Aldrich commented on the tree issue, the Aldrich family has maintained the right of way on both sides of the road for many years. He said there was a little trade off in that respect. He then commented on the Isbell Road, and it was a good thing the county dug that ditch. Otherwise, the flooding area would be much worse.
His main reason for coming is because he heard some things about possible sidewalks down Mossyrock Road West and the issues along that road. He thinks this is an appropriate thing for the city to do and for safety. Discussion followed.

Mr. Rose asked if the county was supposed to help fill in the ditches along the road, but Mr. Sasser said we opted not to do this because after a heavy rain the one year the ditches did fill up with water. This was the first time in 30 years. Mr. Sasser said the city has been talking with some engineers and they think there is a good possibility that some TIB money could come from that. Discussion followed.

VIII   Old Business     6:39
Ordinance 356
Dog Ordinance
Ordinance 412-1
Nuisance Ordinance

Ordinance 508
Bicycles and Skateboards
All of these were reviewed last month, no action to be taken at this time.
Mrs. Mcarron did ask if we were going to be doing anything with the county in regard to the dog issues and Mr. Sasser said we are looking at possibly doing an interlocal agreement. He said it would be with the county. More discussion followed.

Mrs. Mcarron asked about the bicycle ordinance and that we had decided on just that one change and we had sent it off to Marissa for finalization, Mr. Sasser said we would check on that.
Mr. Sasser said we would also look into the nuisance ordinance and see what changes needed to be made.

IX     New Business – 6:41
A
Legal Services Agreement – 

Mr. Sasser said we received a notice from Mr. Buzzard’s office with his contract. He asked Mrs. Hartmann if there was any difference from his last contract and she said no. Everything stayed the same except for the dates that have been changed.
B
Ordinance 468-7 Amendment

Mr. Sasser turned this over to Mrs. Hartmann to explain. She commented that everyone was given a copy last month when we were setting up the fees and everything. It was pointed out that on one of the last pages under the protests to rates and changes, she read the section.

She said we have to amend this to say City Clerk instead of City Treasurer because she does not handle that stuff, Ms. Hannon takes care of all that information, and she requested that change.

Mrs. Mcarron motioned to accept the amendments to Ordinance 468-7. Mrs. Simon seconded. Question called and passed.
C
Resolution 2023 – 7
Adopting Levy Certification for Budget 2024

Mrs. Hartmann explained that it is time for the Levy Certification for what we will receive in our taxes. Mr. Sasser then commented that this is one of those things that in the past Mrs. Hartmann has never attended one of these training sessions, so Mrs. Hartmann asked to go, and she did. Mrs. Hartmann then passed around what the county uses as their calculation sheets to show the council how our property taxes are arrived at so we can request that amount from the county. Explanation continued.
Mrs. Hartmann said she has to have our levy request and additional information to the county by the 1st of December.
Mr. Sasser said what was interesting was that you have to ask for the funds in order to receive them. 

Mrs. Quinlan asked if we lose the money if we do not aske for it and Mrs. Hartmann explained further about the monies asked for or requested from the county.

Mrs. Minnear motioned to accept Resolution 2023-7; Mrs. Mcarron seconded. Question called and passed.

D
Ordinance 510
Adopting Fiscal Year 2024 Budget
Mrs. Hartmann then went through the budget and explained that this has to be sent to the county by the 1st of December, just like with every year, this will be reviewed after all the number for the 2023-year end have been received then in March or April there will be an adjustment.
This is the budget she is proposing for the 2024 Fiscal Year Budget.

Mr. Byrum motioned to accept Ordinance 510, the 2024 Budget. Mrs. Minnear seconded. Question called and passed.

X.
Other Items -
6:52
Mrs. Quinlan asked if the dog issue had been taken care of. Mr. Sasser said he went over there and looked at it and from his point of view, he thought it was ok. Better but not good, he also took a video of it. Discussion followed.
Mrs. Quinlan asked how the election went, Mrs. Hartmann said everyone got voted back in.

Mr. Sasser said that right now the union contract is up with the Teamsters. He said for the last couple of months with himself, Mrs. Hartmann and our attorney, Ms. Jay, they have been working on the contract. Our first sit down with the union is the 21st of this month. Discussion followed.

Along with this, his resigning as mayor will take effect once the union contract is completed along with some other things that need to be tied up. He commented that as of right now, Mrs. Mcarron will be stepping in as Mayor Pro Tem once he finally steps down. Discussion followed.

Mr. Sasser then commented that one of our city employees was in an accident and he will be out approximately a month. Comments followed. 
Mrs. Minnear asked that if someone wanted to consider applying for the mayor position, how would we answer them, or do they just send them to City Hall for more information or with a letter of intent? Mr. Sasser said the city council would handle this information. Discussion followed.

Mr. Sasser said that for the Planning Commission and the City Council, he would like to have a luncheon for them and their staff. Discussion followed.
Mrs. Mcarron then commented that if she was to step up as Mayor Pro Tem, she will need everyone’s support. Comments and discussion followed.

XI.
Adjournment   7:09
Mrs. Mcarron motioned to adjourn the meeting; Mrs. Simon seconded. Question called; motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Angie Hartmann
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