
MOSSYROCK CITY COUNCIL MEETING

September 20, 2023
I     Call to Order 

The Council meeting was called to order at approximately 6:15 p.m. by Mayor Randall Sasser.
II.   Pledge of Allegiance
III   Roll Call – 6:16
Present were Mayor Randall Sasser, Treasurer Angie Hartmann, Council Members: Bea Minnear, Juliana Simon, Shannon Mcarron and Teresa Quinlan. Excused Absence: Craig Byrum.  Excused: City Engineer and City Attorney. 
Mr. Sasser said we have a quorum.

IV   Setting of Agenda and Consent Agenda 6:16
Mr. Sasser said that we do not have the vouchers approved yet. He would like to have them done in the next couple of days. Mrs. Hartmann would like to have them done by Friday. Motion made by Mrs. Mcarron to accept the agenda and consent agenda without voucher approval. Seconded by Mrs. Simon. Question called and passed.
V   Treasurer Report   6:17
Mrs. Hartmann gave the Treasurer’s report. See attached.

Mr. Sasser commented that the Outdoor Athletic Facilities Grant is a no match grant. He said this is a great opportunity for us. He then commented on the different kinds of facilities we could use. Mrs. Minnear asked if this was a state grant and Mrs. Hartmann said yes and this was through the Recreation and Conservation office.
VI  Staff and Committee Reports   6:21
A. Public Works – Mr. Randall Sasser
Mr. Sasser commented that there has been a lot of work going on. All the chip seal, the fog seal and stripping taking place, scub seal. All of this is through TIB, we do not have to pay a penny for this. Fogging and stripping should be done on Friday. Prior to this, we have a call to the contractor to see how they are going to deal with all the gravel that has been pushed off to the side. One of his concerns is that we can get all the cars out of the way, as well as the gravel that is now in the park grass area. Comments followed.
The one really exciting thing is that six months ago we lost our one operator at the plant that has just got his first certification but the one we just hired has just applied to take his first test. So, he is really moving forward with his progress. So, the next time the test comes up he will be able to take the Wastewater I test. Mr. Poukkula has his Water I and Water II and yesterday he took a class to earn his CEU points for his certification to keep it current.
Having the streets done will reduce the cost of repairing potholes. Especially on East and West State Street. Mrs. Manley asked where the monies for the Street fund come from. Mr. Sasser said a lot of it comes from the tax on gas from the state, but the money is divided up depending on population. It is never enough to sustain our street fund.

Mrs. Minnear asked if there has been any reduction in the speeding traffic because she has slowed down because she does not want to kick up any rocks. Mrs. Hartmann said she has not seen the officer out there yet pulling people over. A lot of people have slowed down.
Mr. Sasser said if we do get approved for the grant, the new lawnmower will be here sometime in April. The time in the park will be cut down considerably.

B. Law Enforcement -   Officer Cournyer
Officer Cournyer did not have a full report but was there to see what is going on and to see if there is anything that needs to be done.
Mr. Sasser asked if we could get the reports again and Officer Cournyer will see about the tickets. He is working to have a presence around the school in the mornings.
Mr. Sasser said that red lines have been painted out in front of the school.

Mr. Sasser also commented on the amount we receive from the state is not very much. 
C.  Parks – Mr. Sasser
Not much is going on here since the festivals are all over. We did rewire some things down behind the bathrooms. The electrician is trying to find out why the lights are out by the bathrooms.
Mr. Rose asked if we were going to do more paving in the park, Mr. Sasser said we will not be doing anything for right now but will try to have them done by the next festivals. Right now, the landscaping by the amphitheater will be worked on to prepare it for seeding.

Mrs. Manley said that if we were considering more trees in the park, we may want to approach the garden club to help out in this area. Mr. Sasser said that maybe Mrs. Manley could ask the garden club to help with that and she will look into it. He would like some fast-growing trees. Discussion followed.
D. Planning Commission – Mrs. Manley

Mrs. Manley said there was no planning commission meeting last month. There were no agenda items, and they did not have a quorum. Next meeting is this Tuesday.

The attorney has asked that we update our building code ordinance because the last one was adopted in 1989. It was the National Building Code and now we have the International Building Code. Discussion followed.

Mrs. Manley said we will have to have some discussion on Growth Management. Mr. Rose asked if they were still having meetings on Growth Management and if they are at regular intervals. She said they will be having those meetings later and on a public participation basis. Discussion followed.

Then Mrs. Manley talked about the county and urban growth and what each community needs. Discussion followed. Some residents asked about Damron Road being annexed and discussion followed regarding this.

VII
 Public Comment on Agenda Items   6:40
N/A
VIII   Old Business     6:40
Ordinance 356
Dog Ordinance
Mr. Sasser read a portion of what the ordinance is and said that Mrs. Mcarron has been working on this ordinance. Mrs. Mcarron gave a brief rundown on what she has been doing and she has been consulting with our attorney, Ms. Jay, and other entities. She said it is a difficult situation and there are many definitions on the different types of dangerous dogs and procedures. She is thinking that with all the different situations, the ordinance will probably need to be split up. She explained the different possible areas to break the ordinance into because each one will have a different decision process and different timeline. Her biggest issues are what we do with these dogs when we get them. Discussion followed.
Mrs. Mcarron commented that the City of Chehalis and Centralia, both have discontinued their current contract with the Lewis County Animal Shelter since the beginning of the year. The last contract that they had been working off of was from way back in 1997. Both the Police chiefs from Chehalis and Centralia said they did not enter into the new agreement because the verbiage said that they had to take in and maintain the animals in for 72 hours before the shelter would even take them. So then, any problems or issues with the animal becomes the responsibility of the city. Then if there were further issues, it would be sent back to the city. Fines and fee schedules were not very specific. Chehalis has absolutely no animal control and Centralia has made their own kennel system. They have decided to take the problem on themselves. More comments made.
Mr. Sasser said we read the definition of a dangerous dog, how are they classified by the state. Lewis County has their own Dangerous Dog Board. The they are sent over to the enforcement unit. Mrs. Mcarron is trying to get the Board’s definitions and their regulations for dangerous dogs and dogs in general. Discussion followed.

Mrs. Mcarron spoke with the police chief, and he is not opposed to us setting up kennels but in further discussion with our attorney, it was suggested that we reach out to the City of Centralia and possibly have an interlocal agreement regarding their kennel services for any animals.
This is why she feels this current ordinance needs to be broken down into specific areas regarding dangerous dogs. She asked what we are willing to do manage.

Mrs. Quinlan commented that when it comes to dangerous dogs, insurance companies also have their own lists. Renters around here have their own lists given them by the landlord. Further comments followed.
Mr. Ebert then spoke up to complain about the dog feces and smell of the feces and rats that are now a problem from the resident next to his and he cannot get any one to help take care of the problem and it all comes back to the City of Mossyrock. The county health department and the police will not help with anything. Mr. Sasser said that these issues fall under the nuisance ordinance. Mr. Ebert said that if the dogs next door ever got loose, there will be some large lawsuits. Mr. Ebert said Mr. Sasser could verify this. Discussion followed.
Mr. Sasser said he would have Ms. Hannon write a letter tomorrow and highlight some things in the ordinance and send it to the resident by registered mail.
Mr. Sasser also told Mrs. Mcarron to keep going with what she is working on and break out the dangerous dog ordinance first.

Mrs. Quinlan asked how long Mr. Ebert has been dealing with this issue and he said for at least three years.

Ordinance 412-1
Nuisance Ordinance

It was suggested that we look at items N & F regarding current issues. The ordinance has already been passed since February 2023. 
Mrs. Hartmann asked Mrs. Mcarron if there was anything else that she felt needed to be looked at or changed in this ordinance and Mrs. Mcarron said no, she had nothing.

Mrs. Quinlan said there is a smell ordinance in this ordinance and other issues in regarding the issues being discussed.

Mr. Sasser said that this ordinance seems to be fairly good and that nothing needs to be changed at this point.

Mrs. Minnear asked if the police could do anything regarding these issues and Mrs. Quinlan said they would instruct him to fix the issue and he would have so many days to do so and then he would be fined. And if it still isn’t fixed he will be fined again at a higher rate, and then he could be sent to jail and that is why he is being sent a letter by registered mail.
Mr. Sasser told Mr. Ebert that it wasn’t just his house, we have two other houses that have similar issues. The house over on Damron where the squatters have taken over, Ms. Hannon took Commissioner Brummer over there and he said he would definitely get law enforcement out there to take care of the issue. Mrs. Quinlan thought the issue had been taken care of. Mr. Sasser said not yet but hopefully soon, and he is advocating for a total teardown of the building.

Some discussion followed.

Ordinance 508
Bicycles and Skateboards
Mrs. Quinlan said she had looked at this a while ago and she thinks that with our parking issues through the center of town, if you are not riding down the sidewalks or walking your bikes down the sidewalks, you are riding right behind where cars are going to be backing up. That is her main concern. Comments followed.
Mrs. Mcarron said she did not have many concerns about the ordinance except for that one section, 10.12.020. She said that was just a little too much for her when it forbade the use of bicycles on the sidewalk. Comments and discussion followed.

Everyone expressed their opinion about not having our own police officer here to be able to enforce some of these laws. Mr. Sasser said it would cost us at least a quarter of a million dollars to bring staff back along with everything else that goes along with having an officer here. More discussion.

So, Mr. Sasser asked what they wanted taken out and Mrs. Mcarron said Section 10.12.020. Mr. Sasser agreed. This will be approved at the next meeting when the correction is made. Mr. Sasser will get Ms. Hannon to get the correction made.

Mrs. Mcarron did comment that on the one ordinance 508, it will have to list the other ordinances that will need to be made null and void. Ordinances 394, 379, and 370.

IX     New Business – 7:28
N/A
X.
Other Items -
7:28
On October 7th, there will be in the community center a thank you appreciation luncheon for those who helped with the festivals. This will be at 4pm.
Mr. Sasser said one last detail for the council members here. Mr. Byrum has been gone a lot and something will have to be done. He has missed 10 days since the beginning of the year. Mr. Sasser will address this issue so we will be needing another council member.
Mr. Ebert asked when the City Address was again, Mr. Sasser said October 25th at 6 pm.
XI.
Adjournment   7:34
Mrs. Simon motioned to adjourn the meeting; Mrs. Mcarron seconded. Question called; motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Angie Hartmann
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