
MOSSYROCK SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING

March 29, 2023
I     Call to Order 

The Council meeting was called to order at approximately 6:07 p.m. by Mayor Randall Sasser.
II.   Pledge of Allegiance
III   Roll Call – 6:07
Present were Mayor Randall Sasser, Angie Hartmann. Council Members: Bea Minnear, Juliana Simon, Teresa Quinlan and Craig Byrum. Excused Absence: Shannon Mcarron.  Excused: City Engineer and City Attorney. 
Mr. Sasser said we have a quorum.

IV   Setting of Agenda and Consent Agenda 6:08
Mr. Sasser said a few things have been added to the agenda but for discussion only, the only thing we will be doing any voting on will be the Termination Letter.

Mr. Byrum motioned to set the Agenda and Consent Agenda; Mrs. Simon seconded. Question called and passed.
V  Items for review by Council

A.
Termination of District Court Contract

Mr. Sasser said there is a lot of interesting information that we have come up with. He has talked with the different mayors and tried to get numbers. Last year we had a total of $855 in fees to the district court. Trying to project what is going to be this coming year is not easy due to the fact that our fees are based upon how much it is being used. But what we can say is, one, we know what our fees will be with Napavine and while Mr. Sasser looked for the specific numbers, Mrs. Hartmann explained the handouts she gave to the council members regarding what the city paid last year in filing fees and time spent at the jail for detainees.
With the explanation from Mrs. Hartmann, Mr. Sasser commented that with Napavine, for the criminal fees it will be $65 per case and for other cases it will be $25 a case. Right now, it will only be Morton and ourselves going with Napavine. Winlock will continue using their own court system. Discussion followed.
From the perspective of what it could save us and from the discussion Mr. Sasser had with our attorney Mr. Buzzard, they just had a case today where the defendant went back to court, and they threw him in jail for 90 days for a simple offense. As for as what this will save us, we don’t know. Discussion followed. 

As of December 1, the costs are going up to $400 and right now they are at $240. They will stay at $240 when we go over to Napavine or switch. Discussion followed.
Next week, Mayor Dan from Morton is going over to see the Mayor of Napavine and Mr. Sasser will go with him. Mrs. Minnear then asked about one of the bills and Mrs. Hartmann explained that those were just examples of what the city has been paying.

Mrs. Quinlan asked if for some reason this does not work out for us, can we go back to the county? Mr. Sasser said there should be no problem in going back. The new county contract goes into effect on July 1st, current contract ends June 30th. We have to give them a 90-day period for the termination letter to take effect. Discussion followed.

Mrs. Quinlan asked what the negative impact would be if we did this. Mr. Sasser said that the first month could be a higher cost because of the influx or turnover between entities. The current cases that have not been taken care have to all be sent over to Napavine. This may be the cause of some of the influxes that could occur. That could be one of the down sides of it. They are not making any money off of this. Discussion followed.
Mrs. Simon motioned Terminate the Contract with Lewis County District Court and Mr. Byrum seconded. Question called and motion passed.
Mr. Sasser said that the following items are for discussion only.

B. 
Building permit for Nolan Fraley

This is for the property next to the hardware store. This will be brought up at the next council meeting to be voted on. We can let him move forward on this once some things have been addressed by a letter sent to him. Discussion followed.

C.
Interlocal Agreement with the City of Toledo
This one is where Mrs. Hartmann will be lent out to the City of Toledo. Mrs. Hartmann gave everyone a quick synopsis of the issues at Toledo and the need they have for some help. Mrs. Hartmann said we have to be able to help each other. 
Mr. Sasser attended their last meeting and gave them the numbers on what would be charged for Mrs. Hartmann’s time. The City of Toledo was fine with that so now we will proceed with putting together an interlocal agreement for this. Discussion followed.

Mrs. Quinlan asked about how much time Mrs. Hartmann would be over there and Mrs. Hartmann said it could be two or three days a week and it could be either her or Ms. Hannon, depending on the needs of the City of Toledo. Her duties here come first though and she will work around that first.

Mrs. Quinlan asked that since we only have two people in the office, should each of them know about the others job so in case something happens we can cover what needs to be done. Mr. Sasser said yes and no, yes in a perfect world that would be nice but with how complicated the system is, if you do not use it every day it is hard to know what to do. Mrs. Quinlan said that if Mrs. Hartmann leaves, who can do her job? Mrs. Hartmann commented that she was asked a while ago to put a manual together of what she does and how she does it. She has started it but needs to update the material. Mr. Sasser asked her to make it as plain as possible to help someone through it.
D.
Agreement with Napavine Court and Judge

This has already been discussed.
E.
Chip Sealing

Mr. Sasser is excited about this. Mrs. Hartmann said we had a meeting with all the mayors, guys from the state and Mr. Jackson our engineer. $205,000 from the Transportation Improvement Board, we will get this money and not have to pay for anything. This will help take care of our streets, it is a pilot program for chip sealing and fixing the roads in our community. There are eight communities that are in the group. They are anticipating a 40% savings for the communities. Discussion followed.

F.
Sewer Billing Increase

Mr. Sasser said that five years ago we started on our rate increase assessment and COVID hit.

We have not done anything for two years, the person who was doing the study is no longer doing it then another lady came on board. With the sewer rate comp plan we are again looking at a rate increase. Mr. Sasser explained some of the information and the discussion followed. Mr. Sasser explained what he would like to do because we have to have some type of rate increase. Hopefully next month he can have a state of the city meeting.

Mr. Sasser explained further about the status of our funds. More discussion followed.
X.
Adjournment   7:06
Mrs. Simon motioned to adjourn the meeting; Mrs. Minnear seconded. Question called; motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Angie Hartmann
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