



CITY OF MOSSYROCK, WASHINGTON
ORDINANCE NO. 520
 
AN ORDINANCE OF  THE CITY OF MOSSYROCK, WASHINGTON, REPEALING ORDINANCES NO. 356 AND 513; AMENDING THE CITY’S CODE PERTAINING TO ANIMALS, SPECIFICALLY TITLE 16, CHAPTERS 16.04 AND 16.06 PERTAINING TO DOGS; CORRECTING SCRIVENER’S ERRORS THEREIN; AND PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.   
  RECITALS: 
 WHEREAS, the City of Mossyrock, Washington (the "City") is a Code City under the laws of the State of Washington; and 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 35A.11.020 RCW, the City may adopt and enforce ordinances of all kinds relating to and regulating the City’s local or municipal affairs and appropriate to the good government of the City; and
WHEREAS, all references herein to "MMC" shall mean the "Mossyrock Municipal Code," and 
WHEREAS, the City currently has animal ordinances codified in Title 16, Chapter 16.04 MMC, pursuant to Ordinance 356 and Ordinance 513; and
WHEREAS, the City Council desires to repeal and replace Ordinances 356 enacted May 9, 2002, and Ordinance 513 enacted July 17, 2024, amending or creating TITLE 16 and Chapters 16.04 and 16.06, correcting scrivener’s errors and amending titles to more accurately reflect the content, as set forth herein.
NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MOSSYROCK, WASHINGTON, DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:   
The following sections of the City of Mossyrock Municipal Code ("MMC") Title 16 are hereby retitled, created, reaffirmed, or amended as follows:
Section 1.  TITLE 16 is hereby retitled to state:
TITLE 16   ANIMALS 
Section 2.  CHAPTER 16.04  is hereby retitled to state:
CHAPTER 16.04  GENERAL PROVISIONS
Section 3.  Section 16.04.010 is hereby created to read as follows:
Sec. 16.04.010 – Title, purpose and scope
A.  This chapter shall be known as the animal regulations and may be referred to as such.
B.  The purpose of this chapter is to:
1. Minimize the potential hazards to the physical health of City of Mossyrock citizens caused by animals;
2. Prevent the cruel or inhumane treatment of animals;
3. Cause the persons responsible for owning, keeping or maintaining animals to exercise
proper care and treatment of such animals; and
4.  Provide a means to eliminate animals which may be a threat to society, and remove animals from a cruel or inhumane environment.
C. The provisions of this chapter shall apply to every domestic animal, livestock animal and exotic animal located within the City of Mossyrock, whether or not such animal is owned, kept or maintained within the city, except as specified in MMC §16.04.040.
Section 4.  Sec. 16.04.20 is hereby created and amended to read as follows:
Sec. 16.04.20 – Disclaimer if Liability
It shall be the responsibility of every person owning, keeping, and/or maintaining any animal within the city to comply with the requirements of this title. Any decision made or action performed by any police officer, animal control officer, administrative officer or the city attorney in exercising authority in the normal course of their employment under this title, and/or the licensing of any animal by the city, shall not constitute or create any liability whatsoever, nor shall any such activity create any cause of action against the city, or any official or employee thereof, for any direct or consequential damage that may result from such activity. No action or inaction by any citizen relating to the owning, keeping, or maintaining of any animal shall create a cause of action or liability against the city.
Section 5.  Sec. 16.04.30 is hereby created and amended to read as follows:
Sec. 16.04.30 - Definitions
As used in this chapter, the terms defined in this section shall have the defined meanings unless the context requires otherwise; words in the present tense include the future; the singular includes the plural; plural usage includes the singular; “shall” means mandatory, not directory; and the masculine gender includes the feminine.
 “Animal control authority or officer” means any police officer, person or entity to which the City has contracted or otherwise granted authority to enforce or effectuate this chapter or any other similar law or regulation that relates to the regulation of animals.
“Animal shelter” means a facility which is used to house or contain stray, homeless, abandoned, or unwanted animals, and which is owned, operated or maintained by a public body, an established humane society, animal welfare society, society for the prevention of cruelty to animals, or other nonprofit organization devoted to the welfare, protection and humane treatment of animals.
“City” means city of Mossyrock.
“Dangerous dog” means any dog that (1) proximately causes serious physical injury to a human being or domestic animal; or (2) has previously been found to be potentially dangerous, and proximately causes minor physical injury to a human being or domestic animal. However, a dog is not dangerous when (a) the dog causes physical injury under circumstances that would justify the lawful use of force against the human being or domestic animal; or (b) the dog causes physical injury to a human being or domestic animal that provokes the dog without reasonable justification; or (c) the dog causes physical injury to a human being or domestic animal when the person or animal trespasses on the real property of the owner of the dog.
“Owner” means any person or legal entity having a possessory property right in an animal or who harbors, cares for, exercises control over, has interest in, has custody of or knowingly permits any animal to remain on premises occupied by him/her.
"Potentially dangerous dog" means any dog that (1) proximately causes minor physical injury to a human being or domestic animal; (2) attempts to inflict physical injury upon a human being or domestic animal when accompanied with the apparent present ability to inflict the physical injury if not prevented; or (3) acts in a manner that, in fact, creates a reasonable apprehension and imminent fear of physical injury in a human being or domestic animal when accompanied with the apparent present ability to inflict the physical injury if not prevented. However, a dog is not potentially dangerous when the dog acts in a manner that would otherwise be potentially dangerous (a) under circumstances that would justify the lawful use of force against the human being or domestic animal; or (b) toward a human being or domestic animal that provokes the dog without reasonable justification; or (c) toward a human being or domestic animal when the person or animal trespasses on the real property of the owner of the dog.
"Proper enclosure of a potentially dangerous or dangerous dog" means, while on the owner's property, the animal shall be securely confined indoors or in a securely enclosed and locked pen or structure that is suitable to prevent the entry of young children and designed to prevent the animal from escaping. 
Section 6.  Sec. 16.04.40 is hereby amended or created to read as follows:
Sec. 16.04.040 - Animals excepted from regulation
The following types of animals shall not be subject to the requirements of this chapter, provided the owners of such animals shall remain liable and responsible for any damage occasioned by such animal consistent with applicable laws:
A. K-9 units (canines) owned by any law enforcement agency while such unit is on active duty, within a secure training facility, or on a controlled field exercise;
B. Any animal owned, kept or maintained by the Mossyrock School District on or within School District property.
C. Wildlife;
D. Any animal owned, kept, or maintained by a licensed or approved circus (or similar type 
business);
E. Any animal owned, kept, or maintained by a licensed or approved research facility which is routinely inspected and controlled by a government agency; and
F. Any animal owned, kept, or maintained by a licensed or approved zoo facility.

Section 7.  Sec. 16.04.50 is hereby amended or created to read as follows:
Sec. 16.04.050 - License fees.
A.  Fees charged for required licensing activity associated with owning, keeping, or maintaining any 
 animal, and for the capture, detainment, quarantine, impoundment and/or disposition of animals by the city shall be as prescribed in the City Fee Schedule (master fee schedule) as established by resolution of the City Council.
B.  In the event of a conflict between the master fee schedule and any other provision of the Mossyrock Municipal Code, the highest rate, fee, charge, or other cost shall apply.
C. The City Council may consider reducing applicable fees for activities other than licensing if a 
    formal appeal is filed pursuant to MMC §16.06.070, and the appellant demonstrates to the 
     satisfaction of the council that such reduction is appropriate and justified.

Section 8.  CHAPTER 16.06 is hereby created and enacted to read as follows:
CHAPTER 16.06 – DOGS
Section 9.  Sec. 16.06.10 is hereby created to read as follows:
Sec. 16.06.10 – Licensing of Dogs
A. It is unlawful for an owner, within the city limits of Mossyrock, to control or possess a dog that is not licensed with the City of Mossyrock when the dog is over the age of three months.
B.  In order to license a dog with the City of Mossyrock, an owner must pay a fee to the City of 
Mossyrock. Fees charged for required licensing activity associated with owning, keeping, or 
maintaining any animal, and for the detainment, quarantine, impoundment, and/or disposition of animals by the city shall be as prescribed in the current adopted City of Mossyrock fee schedule.
C.  The City Council may consider reducing applicable fees for activities other than licensing if a 
formal appeal is filed pursuant to MMC § 16.06.070, and the appellant demonstrates to the 
satisfaction of the city council that such reduction is appropriate and justified.
D.  To license a dog at the spayed or neutered fee level, an owner must provide, from a veterinarian, which is licensed with the State of Washington, or another state, certification that establishes that the dog has been spayed or neutered. Proof of rabies vaccination is also required. In addition to paying a license fee to the City of Mossyrock, an owner must provide the following information required on the license application form:
1. Name, physical and mailing address, email address (if applicable), and telephone number of 
the owner; and 
2.  Name, sex, breed, physical description of the dog and a clear picture of the dog.
E.  Upon payment of the licensing fee to the City of Mossyrock, submission of the information required above by an owner to the City of Mossyrock, and payment of all outstanding fines issued pursuant to MMC § 16.06.020, the City of Mossyrock shall grant a dog license to the owner and issue the owner a metal tag, which bears the license number for the dog. The owner shall be responsible for attaching the license to the dog while the dog is in the city limits of Mossyrock. A dog license issued in accordance with this chapter shall commence to be effective upon the first day of January and expire on the last day of December.
F.  The City of Mossyrock shall have no obligation to notify owners of the expiration or pending expiration of a dog license.
G. This section shall not apply to dogs that are used by law enforcement officials for police work.
(Ord. 513, 7-17-2024; Ord. 496, 12-9-2021)

Section 10.  Sec. 16.06.20 is hereby created and enacted to read as follows:
Sec. 16.06.020. - Violations, civil infractions, and citations.
A.  Violation of any of the provisions of MMC § 16.04.10 shall be a civil infraction for which a citation shall be issued. The citation shall be in the same form, contain the same information required for a traffic infraction, and adhere to the same procedures as required for a traffic infraction.
B.  The citation may be issued by local law enforcement and served on the owner or keeper of the animal, or other person believed to have committed the violation. The citation may be served personally or by mail.
C.  Each day such violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense, and any fine imposed hereunder shall be paid in addition to any and all service charges and delinquencies theretofore incurred. In addition, the city may seek any other remedy available by law or in equity.
D.  Civil infractions hereunder where local law enforcement has issued a citation shall be assessed monetary fines as follows:
Unlicensed Dog:  Class 3 civil infraction under Chapter 7.80 RCW.
(Ord. 513, 7-17-2024; Ord. 496, 12-9-2021)


Section 11.  Sec. 16.06.30 is hereby created and enacted to read as follows:
Sec. 16.06.030 - Control of dogs.
A.  Roaming Dogs. It is unlawful for an owner to allow the owner's dog to roam freely in the City of Mossyrock. When a dog is not within an owner's property, the owner of the dog must restrain from the dog from roaming freely with a leash or other similar device. When a dog is within an owner's property, an owner must keep his or her dog within the owner's property by means of any device or method which is sufficient to keep the dog inside of the owner's property.
B. Potentially Dangerous Dogs. 
1. It is unlawful for an owner of a dog to permit the owner's dog to act in a manner that is potentially dangerous as defined in this chapter.
2. It is unlawful for an owner to have a potentially dangerous dog in the city without a certificate of registration issued under this section.
3. The owner of a potentially dangerous dog shall obtain a certificate of registration from the city, the issuance of which is authorized by the animal control authority, and shall be required to pay the fee for such certificate of registration in the amount set forth herein, or as hereafter amended.
4. The owner of a potentially dangerous dog shall pay an annual fee for a certificate of registration in the amount of two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00), which shall be payable in accordance with the procedure for licensing dogs in Mossyrock.
C. Dangerous Dogs. 
A. It is unlawful for an owner of a dog to permit the owner's dog to act in a manner that is  dangerous as defined in this title.
B. It is unlawful for the owner of a dangerous dog to permit the dog to be outside the proper enclosure unless the dog is muzzled and restrained by a substantial chain or leash and under physical restraint of a responsible adult person. The muzzle shall be made in a manner that will not cause injury to the dog or interfere with its vision or respiration but shall prevent it from biting any person or animal.
C. It is unlawful for an owner to have a dangerous dog in the city without a certificate of registration issued under this section.
D. The animal control authority may authorize issuance a certificate of registration to the owner of a dangerous dog if the owner presents to the animal control authority sufficient evidence of:
1. A proper enclosure to confine a dangerous dog and the posting of the premises with a clearly visible warning sign that there is a dangerous dog on the property. In addition, the owner shall conspicuously display a sign with a warning symbol or device that informs all persons of the presence of a dangerous dog.
2. A surety bond issued by a surety insurer qualified under RCW Chapter 48.28 in a form acceptable to the animal control authority in the sum of at least fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00), payable to any person injured by the dangerous dog; or a policy of liability insurance such as homeowner's insurance, issued by an insurer qualified under RCW Title 48 in the amount of at least fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00), insuring the owner for any personal injuries inflicted by the dangerous dog.
E. The owner of a dangerous dog shall obtain a certificate of registration from the city, the issuance of which is authorized by the animal control authority, and shall be required to pay the fee for such certificate of registration in the amount set forth herein, or as hereafter amended.
F. The owner of a dangerous dog shall pay an annual fee for the certificate of registration in the amount of five hundred dollars ($500.00), which shall be payable in accordance with the procedure for licensing dogs in Mossyrock.
(Ord. 496, 12-9-2021)
Section 12.  Sec. 16.06.40 is hereby created and enacted to read as follows:
Sec. 16.06.040. - Capture and impoundment of dogs.
The animal control authority shall have the authority to capture and impound any dog which is in violation of any provision of this chapter. If a dog is captured and/or impounded, then the animal control authority will make reasonable efforts to notify the owner of the dog's capture or impoundment. The animal control authority will keep an impounded or captured dog for a minimum of forty-eight (48) hours, unless the owner of the dog retrieves the dog before this minimum period has expired or the dog is ill or injured. If the dog is ill or injured, the animal control authority shall have the discretion to obtain medical care for the dog or humanely destroy the dog. If a dog is not retrieved by its owner within a forty-eight (48) hour period after its capture or impoundment, then the animal control authority shall have the authority to transfer the dog to an animal shelter. In addition, if the dog is not claimed within the forty-eight (48) hour period, the animal control authority shall have the authority to arrange for the adoption of the dog, humanely destroy the dog, continue to impound the dog, or take any other reasonable action with respect to the dog. The animal control authority shall refrain from humanely destroying a dog until the animal control authority has made reasonable, but unsuccessful, efforts to notify the owner of the dog of the dog's capture or impoundment, transfer of the dog to an animal shelter, and arrange for the adoption of the dog.
(Ord. 496, 12-9-2021)

Section 13.  Sec. 16.06.50 is hereby created and enacted to read as follows:
Sec. 16.06.050. – Violations, penalties, fees and costs.
Unless otherwise specified, a violation of the provisions of this chapter is a civil infraction for which a monetary penalty may be imposed. The following fees or penalties may be assessed to an owner of a dog under the following conditions:
A.  Capture fee-licensed dog.  An owner of a dog, which is licensed with the City of Mossyrock and captured by the City of Mossyrock for roaming freely, shall be assessed a fee as established by the city fee schedule and adopted by resolution.  This fee shall be in addition to any impound fees and costs
B. Capture fee-unlicensed dog.  An owner of a dog, which is not licensed with the City of Mossyrock and is captured by the City of Mossyrock, shall be assessed a fee as established by the city fee schedule and adopted by resolution.    This fee shall be in addition to any impound fees and costs.
C. Impound fee.  An owner of a dog, which is impounded in the facilities of the City of Mossyrock, shall be assessed all costs actually incurred by City of Mossyrock in the impoundment and holding process, in an amount set in the schedule of fees published in or pursuant to Chapter 6.04 MMC effective on the date of impoundment, plus veterinary costs, which may be greater and shall be determined by reference to billing receipts from the veterinary clinic providing services, and plus the actual costs of transportation of the animal. In addition to the fees set forth above, the City of Mossyrock, in its discretion, may require that an owner of an unlicensed or unregistered dog to license or register the dog and pay any applicable fees before the dog is released to the owner.
D. In addition to the fees set forth above, the City of Mossyrock, in its discretion, may require that 
an owner of an unlicensed or unregistered dog to license or register the dog and pay any 
applicable fees and costs before the dog is released to the owner.
E. Unless otherwise stated, a violation of a provision of this chapter is a civil infraction for which a monetary penalty may be imposed.  
1. A first offense is a class 3 civil infraction under RCW 7.80.120(1)(c) and shall be subject to the maximum penalty allowed thereunder and as hereinafter amended.
2.   A second offense is a class 2 civil infraction under RCW 7.80.120(1)(b) and shall be subject to the maximum penalty allowed thereunder and as hereinafter amended.
3 A third or subsequent offense is a class 1 civil infraction under RCW 7.80.120(1)(a) and shall be subject to the maximum penalty allowed thereunder and as hereinafter amended. 
(Ord. 496, 12-9-2021)

Section 14.  Sec. 16.06.60 is hereby created and enacted to read as follows:
Sec. 16.06.060. - Miscellaneous.  
The City or an individual or other entity may petition the municipal court for a declaration that finds a dog to be dangerous or potentially dangerous. A conviction of an owner for permitting the owner's dog to act in a manner that is potentially dangerous or dangerous as defined in this chapter acts also as a finding that the dogs is potentially dangerous or dangerous as the case may be.
A. The chapter shall not apply to dogs that are used by law enforcement officials for police work.
(Ord. 496, 12-9-2021)

Repealer. Ordinance No. 513, enacted July 17, 2024, is hereby repealed in its entirety.  All other ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.
Severability. If any section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance should be held to be unconstitutional or unlawful by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance.
Effective date. This ordinance shall take effect five (5) days after its publication, or publication of a summary thereof, in the City's official newspaper, or as otherwise provided by law.
Corrections. Upon approval of the City Attorney, the City Clerk and the codifiers of this ordinance are authorized to make necessary corrections to this ordinance including, but not limited to, the correction of scrivener’s/clerical errors, references, ordinance numbers, section/subsection numbers, and any references thereto.
PASSED by the City Council of the City of Mossyrock, Washington, and APPROVED by its Mayor, at a regularly scheduled open public meeting thereof this _____ day of July, 2026.

Signed:

Randall Sasser, Mayor


Attest:

Amy Edgington. City Clerk

Approved as to Form:


Marissa Y. Jay, WSBA # 55593
City Attorney

Public Notice Date:			/2026
Approved Reading:			/2026
Publication Date:			/2026
Effective Date:			/2026



