
CITY OF MOSSYROCK, WASHINGTON
ORDINANCE NO. 525
 
AN ORDINANCE OF  THE CITY OF MOSSYROCK, WASHINGTON, ENACTING RULES AND REGULATIONS  FOR THE KEEPING, MAINTENANCE, AND MANAGEMENT OF LIVESTOCK WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF MOSSYROCK; THESE REGULATIONS ARE INTENDED TO PROTECT PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, AND WELFARE, MAINTAIN PROPERTY VALUES, AND ENSURE THE HARMONIOUS COEXISTENCE OF URBAN AND RURAL LIFESTYLES WITHIN THE CITY, AS NESESSARY; AND PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.   
  RECITALS: 
 WHEREAS, the City of Mossyrock, Washington (the "City") is a Code City under the laws of the State of Washington; and 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 35A.11.020 RCW, the City may adopt and enforce ordinances of all kinds relating to and regulating the City’s local or municipal affairs and appropriate to the good government of the City; and
WHEREAS, all references herein to "MMC" shall mean the "Mossyrock Municipal Code," and 
WHEREAS, the City currently has animal ordinance codified in TITLE 16 MMC; and
WHEREAS, on April 27, 2026, the City Council held a workshop to elicit public comments on a new animal code which incorporated existing but uncodified regulations; and
WHEREAS, the City received a large number of public comments concerning animal regulations; and
WHEREAS,  the City Council finds that the proposed rules and regulations will allow for the City of Mossyrock to safely maintain and regulate the keeping of animals while honoring its commitment to promote and support agriculture within the community; and
WHEREAS, the City Council desires to create or amend TITLE 16, Chapters 16.04 and 16.08 as set forth herein.
NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MOSSYROCK, WASHINGTON, DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:   
The following sections of the City of Mossyrock Municipal Code ("MMC") Title 16 are hereby reaffirmed, created or amended as follows:
Section 1:   Sec. 16.04.30 – Definitions is amended to add the following definitions in alphabetical order:
Sec. 16.04.030 - Definitions 
“Abandon” means the deliberate act of leaving an animal:
1. Unattended, without food, water, or care for 24 hours or more; or
2. In a situation where the conditions present an immediate, direct, and serious threat to 	 the life, safety, or health of the animal; or
3. In the custody of the city after a required holding period without an approved  
    disposition of the animal; or
4. As otherwise defined by law.
“Adult dog or cat” means any dog or cat over the age of six months.
“Animal” means any member of the classes of reptile, bird, or mammal, except man.
“Animal at large” or “At large” means any animal off the property of its owner or custodian, unless restrained by a tether, pen, enclosed structure, fenced area or leash not to exceed 25 feet in length or shorter and under the physical control of a responsible person, whether or not the owner of such animal, or which enters upon the property of another person without authorization of that person.  This does not include an animal in a vehicle.
 “Animal control authority or officer” . . .
“Animal shelter” . . .
“City” . . .
“Dangerous dog” . . .
“Dog Guide” or “Guide Dog” means a dog that is trained for the purpose of guiding blind persons or a dog that is trained for the purpose of assisting hearing impaired persons.
“Dog, guard” means any canine not owned by a government agency which has been trained and is used for the purpose of protecting persons or property by exhibiting hostile and aggressive behavior.
“Domestic animal” or “pet” means any animal other than livestock that lives and breeds in a tame condition. This generally refers to dogs, cats, and some birds.
“Euthanasia” means the putting to death of an animal in a humane manner.
“Exotic animal” means any animal which is not commonly domesticated or which is not native to or usually found in the United States, including:
(a) All nonhuman primates;
(b) All wild cats of the family Felidae and their hybrid, except for the domestic cat, Felis catus;
(c) All wild carnivores of the family Canidae and their hybrid, except for the domestic dog, Canis familiaris;
(d) Venomous reptiles and amphibians;
(f) All reticulated pythons, Burmese pythons and snakes which may reach eight feet or more in length; and
“Facility” means any premises used to conduct an animal shelter or animal-related business such as breeding, boarding, sale or training of domestic, exotic and/or guard animals, but excluding animal hospitals or clinics where animals are kept only for treatment by licensed veterinarians.
“Grooming parlor” means any establishment where animals are bathed, clipped, or combed for a valuable consideration for the purpose of enhancing their aesthetic value.
“Kennel” means either:
1.  Any premises used to conduct a commercial business involving the buying, selling, breeding for sale, letting for hire, boarding, or training of dogs;
2.  Any premises at which three or more dogs which are five months of age or older are kept for any purpose for a fee, including animal shelters, but excluding animal hospitals or clinics where animals are kept only for treatment by licensed veterinarians;
3.  Any premises where offspring puppies of adult dogs are sold to commercial outlets or are sold for research or experimental purposes;
4.  Any premises where offspring from two or more litters per 12-month period are sold or traded, exchanged or bartered for a valuable consideration or joint ownership purpose;
5.  Any premises used as the location for the training of dogs for obedience, hunting, protection, etc., if the address is different from the office address, or the premises are used as a combination office/training location.
“Lawful” in regard to herding, hunting, competition, or training means to be engaged in such activity on the property of another by permission, or on public land that is set aside and/or open for such use.
“Leash” means a cord, thong, or chain not more than twenty-five (25) feet in length by which an animal is physically controlled by the person accompanying it.
“License tag” or “tag” means a prenumbered identification license sold to an owner/custodian for a specific pet animal. Rabies identification or other identification may not be substituted or accepted in lieu of a license tag.
“Livestock” means animals usually found on farms, including but not limited to horses, mules, bovine animals, sheep, goats, rams, llamas, bison, reindeer, rabbits, ostriches, swine (includes all pigs and hogs), and other species so designated by federal or state law.
“Miniature pot-bellied pig” means a type of swine commonly known as the North American, Vietnamese, Chinese, or Asian pot-bellied pig (sus scrofa vittatus) that is kept primarily as an indoor pet.
“MMC” means the City of Mossyrock Municipal Code.
“Muzzle” means a muzzle made in a manner that will not cause injury to the animal or interfere 
with its vision or respiration but shall prevent it from biting any person or animal.

“Owner” . . .
“Pack of dogs” means a group of three or more dogs running upon lands, either public or private, not that of their owner, when such dogs are not restrained or under control.
“Person” means any individual, partnership, corporation, or other legal entity.
“Pet” means any animal commonly domesticated and that is tamed and trained to be kept as a companion, primarily indoors.  State licensing, micro-chipping and veterinary records indicate such an animal is a pet.
“Pet shop” means an establishment where animals bred elsewhere are offered for sale to the public.
“Police dog” means a dog used by a law enforcement agency and specially trained for law enforcement work.
"Potentially dangerous dog” . . .
“Poultry” means all domesticated fowl and all game birds which are legally held in captivity.
“Proper enclosure” of animals in general means securely confined indoors, or in a securely enclosed and locked pen or structure, suitable to prevent the entry of young children and designed to prevent the animal from escaping. Such pen or structure shall have secure sides and a secure top and floor and shall also provide protection from the elements for the animal and shall comply with the current standards of a national veterinarian, zoological, or animal protection organization for the humane and secure enclosure of the individual animal species. Provided, that all indoor or fenced outdoor portions of the animal shelter shall constitute a proper enclosure. A motor vehicle is not a proper enclosure for the purposes of this chapter.
"Proper enclosure of a potentially dangerous or dangerous dog" . . .
“Provocation” means taunting, striking or screaming at a dog or unauthorized entry into the premises where a dog is kept.
“Rooster” means any male chicken over the age of one (1) year or has started to crow.
“Service dog” means a dog which is in working harness and is trained or approved by an accredited school engaged in training dogs for the purpose of guiding blind persons or a dog which is trained or approved by an accredited school engaged in training dogs for the purpose of assisting hearing-impaired persons.
“Sterilized or neutered” means the animal is surgically rendered incapable of reproduction by means of castration or an ovariohysterectomy.
“Stray” means any animal captured, impounded, or in the custody of animal control, its employees or agents, or at an area authorized by animal control to care for and keep custody of animals without proper licensing and/or identification.
 “Veterinary hospital or clinic” means any establishment maintained and operated by a licensed
  veterinarian for the diagnosis, treatment, and care of diseased or injured animals. 

Section 2.   Sec. 16.04.060 - Right of entry  is hereby created to read as follows:  
Sec. 16.04.060 - Right of entry.  
A.  Any police officer or animal control officer may enter any private property to determine compliance with the provisions of this title, or to impound any dangerous, potentially dangerous, sick, injured, vicious or threatened animal when such officer has obtained a warrant pursuant to applicable laws.
B.  Any police officer or animal control officer may enter any motor vehicle parked on any public property or public right-of-way without a warrant when such officer has reason to believe that the health or safety of any animal contained in such vehicle is in danger, or when any citizen may be in danger from such an animal. Such officer shall be, and hereby is, authorized to insert a temperature probe into such vehicle.
C.  Any police officer or animal control officer may enter any private property without a warrant when such officer is in pursuit of any unauthorized animal at large.
D.  Any police officer or animal control officer may enter any private property without a warrant when such officer has reason to believe that any animal is in an environment detrimental to its health or welfare, or when any animal is in imminent danger of death or serious injury, or when the environmental conditions of the animal constitute cruelty.
E.  Any police officer or animal control officer may enter any private property without a warrant to impound any animal which such officer determines would be neglected because of the incarceration of the caretaker of such animal.
F.  Any police officer or animal control officer may enter any private property without a warrant to address the nuisance created by the animal in violation of this section and may impound an animal from the property where the violation is occurring between the hours of ten (10) p.m. and six (6) a.m. if the officer is unable to contact an owner or responsible person or if the owner or responsible person is/are unwilling to take actions to stop the nuisance from occurring.
     
[bookmark: 6.05.020]Section 3.  Sec. 16.04.070  - Prohibited activities is hereby created to read as follows:
Sec. 16.04.070  - Prohibited activities
It is unlawful for the owner, keeper or person responsible to cause, allow, and/or permit, either willingly or by failure to exercise due care, or participate in the following, which are singly or together defined as prohibited activities:  .
A.  An owner, keeper or person responsible of or for any animal shall be strictly liable if he or she permits that animal to:
1. Habitually bark, howl, yelp, crow or make any other noise which disturbs the peace and quiet of any person to an unreasonable degree within the City of Mossyrock. In addition to its ordinary meaning, an animal is habitually making noise which disturbs the peace and quiet of any person to an unreasonable degree when the animal makes constant or repeated noise or noises, when that noise is audible within a residence belonging to a person other than the animal’s owner or keeper.
2. Snap, snarl, growl, bite, jump at or upon or otherwise threaten persons, livestock, domestic animals or vehicles when such persons, livestock or vehicles are upon the sidewalks, roads or public rights-of-way or are in any other location other than upon real property belonging to the offending animal’s owner or keeper.
3. Destroy or damage any plant or animal or any other property or thing of value or to open a closed garbage container or scatter the contents therefrom or to deposit excrement or other solid waste on the property of persons other than the owner of the offending animal.
4. Be in a park, public swimming area, pond, fountain or upon any public playground or school grounds and not under the immediate physical restraint of a competent person by tether or leash of 25 feet or less in length; provided, that this section shall not apply to any police dogs or service animals; provided further, that this section shall not apply to animal shows, exhibitions, or organized dog training classes.
B. The animal control authority or any commissioned law enforcement officer or the prosecuting attorney may cite an owner or keeper upon probable cause that a violation of this section has occurred, whether or not the violation took place in the citing authority’s presence.
C.  Any owner or keeper who is found, by a preponderance of the evidence, to have violated any portion of this section shall be subject to the civil penalties in MMC Chapter 14.08 - Public Nuisances and Abatement.
D. In addition, any violation of this section shall constitute a public nuisance.
[bookmark: 6.05.030]E. Upon probable cause that a violation of this section is presently occurring, the animal may be impounded under an administrative warrant issued pursuant to this chapter and held pending resolution of the matter.
 
Section 4.  Sec. 16.04.080 - Animals at large is hereby created to read as follows:
Sec. 16.04.080 - Animals at large.
A. It shall be unlawful for the owner or keeper of any animal to negligently allow such animal to enter or trespass onto private property of another without the express permission of the owner or caretaker of said property; or to allow said animal to run at large onto any public property or the public right-of-way within the City of Mossyrock.
1. The animal control authority or any commissioned law enforcement officer or the prosecuting attorney may cite an owner or keeper upon probable cause that a violation of this subsection A  has occurred, whether or not the violation took place in the citing authority’s presence.
2.  Any owner or keeper who is found, by a preponderance of the evidence, to have violated any portion of this subsection A shall be subject to civil penalties as set forth in RCW 7.80.120. 
B. It shall be unlawful for the owner or keeper of an animal to knowingly allow that animal to be at large under subsection A of this section when that animal due to its size, habits, or natural propensities or instincts represents a potential threat of substantial bodily injury to people or damage to property and is not under the physical restraint of a competent person; provided, however, this section shall not apply to police dogs as defined in RCW 4.24.410.
1. The prosecuting attorney or a fully commissioned law enforcement officer may cite an owner or keeper upon probable cause that a violation of this subsection B has occurred. A law enforcement officer may arrest the violator if the violation took place in the officer’s presence or in the presence of another law enforcement officer. The animal control authority may not cite an owner or keeper under this subsection B.
2.  Any owner or keeper who is found, beyond a reasonable doubt, to have violated this subsection B shall be subject to the following civil penalties:
a. A first offense is a class 3 civil infraction under RCW 7.80.120(1)(c) and shall be subject 
    to the maximum penalty allowed thereunder and as hereinafter amended.
b. A second offense is a class 2 civil infraction under RCW 7.80.120(1)(b) and shall be 
    subject to the maximum penalty allowed thereunder and as hereinafter amended.
c. A third or subsequent offense is a class 1 civil infraction under RCW 7.80.120(1)(a) and 
    shall be subject to the maximum penalty allowed thereunder and as hereinafter amended.

C.  It shall be unlawful for the owner or keeper of an animal to knowingly allow that animal to be at large under subsection A of this section when that animal due to its size, habits, or natural 
propensities or instincts represents a potential threat of substantial bodily injury to people or damage to property and is not under the physical restraint of a competent person; provided, 
however, this section shall not apply to police dogs as defined in RCW 4.24.410.
1. The prosecuting attorney or a fully commissioned law enforcement officer may cite an owner or keeper upon probable cause that a violation of this subsection C has occurred. A law enforcement officer may arrest the violator if the violation took place in the officer’s presence or in the presence of another law enforcement officer. 

[bookmark: 6.05.040]Section 5.  Sec. 16.04.090 - Cruelty to animals is hereby created to read as follows:  
Sec. 16.04.090 - Cruelty to animals.  
A. The following statutes as now in force or hereafter amended, added to, or deleted from are 
incorporated in this title by reference:
1. RCW 16.52.207.
B. In addition to the above referenced statutes, it shall be unlawful for any person to:
1. With criminal negligence, tether, confine or restrain any animal in such a manner as to render 
said animal incapable of consuming food or water, or render such animal incapable of 
accessing shelter, or to confine or restrain said animal in such a manner that it is forced to lie 
in its own feces or any other material detrimental to its health.
2. Recklessly confine an animal in a parked motor vehicle for more than 15 minutes when the 
temperature outdoors is at or above 70 degrees Fahrenheit and when there is no competent 
person within the vehicle. It is an affirmative defense that the motor vehicle is a motor home 
or motor vehicle with working and adequate climate control.
3. Engage in, promote, or be employed at a horse tripping event. “Horse tripping” means to 
intentionally cause an animal of the Equidae family to fall or lose its balance with the use of 
a wire, pole, stick, rope or other object for any purpose other than the lawful laying down of 
an equine for medical purposes or for the purposes of identification.
C.  Any owner or keeper who is found, beyond a reasonable doubt, in a criminal proceeding to have violated any portion of subsection B shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor, punishable by 
imprisonment in jail for a maximum term fixed by the court of up to 364 days, or by a fine in an 
amount fixed by the court of not more than $5,000 plus statutory assessment, or by both such imprisonment and fine.
D. Further, upon probable cause that this crime has occurred, the animal may be impounded under 
an administrative warrant issued pursuant to this chapter and held pending resolution of the 
matter. Upon conviction, the owner or keeper shall be stripped by the court of all ownership 
interest in the animal and the animal shall become the property of City of Mossyrock and may 
be humanely destroyed; provided, where the animal has been declared dangerous, the animal 
shall be humanely destroyed and not held for adoption or sale and shall not become the property 
of City of Mossyrock. Upon acquittal, the animal shall be returned to the owner or keeper.

Section 6.  Sec. 16.04.100 Adoption by reference is hereby created to read as follows:
The following statutes as now in force or hereafter amended, added to, or deleted from are 
incorporated in this title by reference:
A. WAC 246-100-191;
B. WAC 246-100-192;
C. WAC 246-100-197;
D. RCW 49.60.214;
E. RCW 4.24.410;
F. Title 16 RCW; provided, that any provision of Title 16 RCW dealing solely and exclusively with 
    the investigation, prosecution, or sentencing of a felony crime is not adopted herein.

Section 7.   Sec. 16.04.110 Administrative Appeals is hereby created to read as follows:
Sec. 16.04.110 Administrative Appeals.
A.  Any appeal filed with the city council pursuant to animal regulations shall contain the following elements:
1. Name of the person filing the appeal;
2. Residence address of the appellant;
3. Mailing address of the appellant if different than the residence address;
4. Common pet name of the animal involved;
5. Specific action(s) of the city which is/are being appealed;
6. Discussion relating to why the appellant feels the action(s) was/were improper or 
    inappropriate;
7. Presentation of alternative actions that the appellant feels the city should take instead of the 
    original action(s) taken;
8. Discussion of why the alternative presented will satisfy the city’s regulatory requirements 
    for protection of the public and elimination of a nuisance animal; and
9. Any other information which the appellant desires to present at a hearing.
B.  The appellant may submit any evidence or documents relevant to any issue raised in their appeal filing. The appellant shall be responsible for establishing the relevance and relationship with the specific issues being appealed.
C.  Such written appeal shall be submitted to the city council within a reasonable time not to exceed fourteen days, shall specify the grounds for the appeal, and shall be accompanied by a fee as established by resolution of the city council.
D.  Upon receipt of such an appeal, the city clerk shall immediately forward the appeal to the city 
      council, along with all records and proceedings pertaining to the decision, together with such 
      additional written report as he/she deems pertinent.
E.  Notice and hearing. The city council shall set a date for a hearing of the appeal.


Section 8.  CHAPTER 16.08 – LIVESTOCK, POULTRY, EXOTIC ANIMALS is new and hereby created to read as follows:

CHAPTER 16.08 – LIVESTOCK, POULTRY, EXOTIC ANIMALS

Section 9.  Sec. 16.08.10 –  Purpose is hereby created to read as follows:
Sec. 16.08.10 –  Purpose
The citizens of Mossyrock have continually voiced their support of agricultural practices within the city limits from growing berries for small commercial use to raising livestock and poultry.  The City of Mossyrock has historically allowed livestock within the city limits in support of its citizenry and has based comprehensive planning such as lot size and land use in support thereof.  Continuous urban growth, however, necessitates the City set parameters to ensure the health, safety and welfare of the community and the adoption of standards herein aims to address those concerns. 
Livestock shall only be permitted within those areas and zoning classifications specified for such use in MMC.  When legally permitted, all livestock as defined in MMC 16.04.030 must be contained in an enclosure as set forth herein.

Section 10.   Sec. 16.08.020 – Keeping of livestock or poultry in the City is hereby created to read as follows: 
Sec. 16.08.020 – Keeping of livestock or poultry in the City
A.  Any person being the owner or entitled to the possession of any livestock or poultry as defined in MMC 16.04.030 shall be permitted to keep the same within the limits of the City except as the same is now or may be hereafter forbidden by ordinance.  
B. The owner of keeper of any livestock or poultry shall regularly remove all waste, food, bedding and other debris to prevent accumulation of insects, rodents, or disease and to eliminate noxious or offensive odors. It is the owner’s responsibility to ensure that livestock or poultry do not create a nuisance under this chapter or Title 14 MMC.
C. The keeping of livestock shall be allowed on parcels zoned single-family residential and of two (2) or more acres of contiguous land unless otherwise prohibited herein. 
D. The keeping of poultry shall be allowed on parcels zoned single-family residential.

Section 11.   Sec. 16.08.030 - Roosters prohibited is hereby reaffirmed and created to read as follows:
It is unlawful for any person to bring into the city, or to possess or maintain within the city, any rooster as defined in MMC 16.04.30.

Section 12.   Sec. 16.08.040 - Exotic animals prohibited is hereby created to read as follows:
Sec. 16.08.040 - Exotic animals prohibited
It is unlawful for any person to bring into the city, or to possess or maintain within the city, any exotic animal as defined in MMC 16.04.30.

Section 13.   Sec. 16.08.050 – Possessing, keeping or maintaining swine prohibited is hereby created to read as follows:
Sec. 16.08.050 – Possessing, keeping or maintaining swine prohibited
A. It is unlawful for any person to bring into the city, or to possess or maintain within the city, any 
swine as defined as livestock in MMC 16.04.30.

Section 14.  Sec. 16.08.060  - Enclosures is hereby created to read as follows:
Sec. 16.08.060  - Enclosures
A.  No livestock fence shall be located:
1. Within any street setback area established and/or required by MMC pertaining to zoning and land use;
2. Within any national wetland inventory mapped area or critical area as identified by Lewis County or the City of Mossyrock;
3. Within, or accessory to, any occupancy where sick or infirm persons reside, except as may be expressly permitted by the operator of such facility, and consistent with the requirements of this chapter.
B. A fence adequate to contain the animals shall be maintained at all times.
C. All stables and other buildings and all enclosures and premises upon which any livestock or poultry is kept and confined shall be kept in a clean, healthful, and sanitary condition by the person owning, possessing, or using any such premises for said purposes; and no persons owning, possessing, or using any such premises shall permit any nuisance to be formed or to accumulate thereon.
D. Livestock shall be properly housed and fed in a suitable structure detached from the residence and shall be no closer than 10 feet from an adjacent property line.
E. All livestock animals and poultry shall be provided with shelter from excessive temperature and precipitation sufficient to protect the size, type, and number of animals.
F. The keeper of any livestock or poultry shall regularly remove all waste, food, bedding, and other debris to prevent the accumulation of insects, rodents, or disease and to eliminate noxious or offensive odors

Repealer.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.
Severability. If any section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance should be held to be unconstitutional or unlawful by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance.
Effective date. This ordinance shall take effect five (5) days after its publication, or publication of a summary thereof, in the City's official newspaper, or as otherwise provided by law.
Corrections. Upon approval of the City Attorney, the City Clerk and the codifiers of this ordinance are authorized to make necessary corrections to this ordinance including, but not limited to, the correction of scrivener’s/clerical errors, references, ordinance numbers, section/subsection numbers, and any references thereto.

PASSED by the City Council of the City of Mossyrock, Washington, and APPROVED by its Mayor, at a regularly scheduled open public meeting thereof this _____ day of July, 2026.

Signed:


Randall Sasser, Mayor


Attest:


Amy Edgington. City Clerk

Approved as to Form:


Marissa Y. Jay, WSBA # 55593
City Attorney
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