[image: ]MOSSYROCK CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING MINUTES
June 17, 2026

Call to order (6:00 pm) 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Agenda Change: Mayor Sasser requested to move the public comments on the agenda to before the Staff and Committee Reports. Juliana Simon motioned the agenda be set with the adjustment of moving the public comments before the Staff and Committee Reports. Teresa Quinlan seconded the motion. No further discussion.   Motion passed unanimously.

Roll Call:
Present: Mark Thompson, Juliana Simon, Teresa Quinlan, Ron Lindgren 
Absent: Sam Schellenger
A quorum was established. 

Public Comment on Agenda Items: 
Comment in reference to Ordinance No. 520: 
· Concern with verbiage about how police officers or animal control can come onto private property without a warrant and the legality. 
· Concerns were raised about liability for the City when police officers or animal control enter onto a property.
· Concerns about confiscated animals

Mayor Sasser reminded the audience that this was an opportunity to offer a comment but not a time for debate. We appreciate the comments. Clarification was given on when public comments could be given and received.

Staff and Committee Reports
	Public Works Report (Randall Sasser) 
May 19, a pump at the Meadow Lane Lift Station was replaced when the existing one stopped working. The water district had one being stored and only had to have the electrical work completed by a contractor. We currently have a water leak on Del Ray Road that we learned about a few weeks ago. Crew met this week to come up with a plan.  This project will require a joint effort with Lewis County due to county road.  The plan is to put a new line in offset where the tree and junipers are.  This will be about a 200-foot line replaced, not impacting the tree that is there. On June 12, the footings and the walls for the time capsule were put in. We will be burying the time capsule next Monday (June 22) and we will have a ceremony on the 4th of July after the parade.  Sasser reported this is exciting for our little town. This will be a 50-year time capsule.  Mayor Sasser shared things like the Redbook, Mossyrock High School Class of 2026 Program, items from the Cowlitz Tribe, among other things would be in the capsule and list would be in the newspaper. A plague will be added. Public Works team have been busy keeping the parks and City mowed. This summer a decision was made not to hire additional help, and the staff is doing a great job keeping up with the addition summer duties. 
 
Law Enforcement (Chief Cournyer) – May 2026
	Chief Cournyer was unable to attend.  May report shows an increase in calls. 

Mayor Note: Sasser expressed concerns over the excessive speeding in town. The City purchased a radar gun and Sasser reported seeing multiple cases of drivers not obeying the speed limits. He stated that there must be a way to stop speeding in town. Mayor recognizes the police need to be at the right place at the right time.  Mayor expressed major concerns with the school zone and the possibility of someone getting hurt due to excessive speed. There were some discussions on the possibility of speed bumps or speed humps. 

Treasurer Report – May 2026
Prepared by Jessica Bragg, City Treasurer / Read by Amy Edgington – Detailed financial overview for May 2026 was presented to City Council members. No questions were raised. The report was accepted.

Park Department (Marcia Manley) 
Board met May 18, 2026 – No new developments. Park Board will not be meeting until September 21. 

Planning Commission (Marcia Manley) 
Planning Commission met on June 9th and held a public hearing for proposed Animal Ordinance No. 520.  No public testimony was offered. Planning Commission voted unanimously to recommend Ordinance 520 as drafted. Marcia also reported about a sign that was approved to be put in front of Uptown Pizza. 

New Business
George Dodd from County Public Health and Social Services came to share about a Veteran’s program that assists Veteran’s financially to survive.  He supplied some flyers and business cards that will be available at City Hall. The funds are available for both Veteran’s and their spouse. He is able to help Veteran’s with services and benefits. 

George Dodd, being a 20-year Veteran, understands the importance of VFW meetings. He expressed the difficulty in bringing people together to do fundraising to help raise money for meeting spots. George Dodd and anonymous friend have decided to donate the money to Mossyrock VFW to cover the meeting space rental fees for 2026.  Mr. Dodd supplied a check to City of Mossyrock in the name of Mossyrock VFW. 

Mayor shared that this (VFW needing to pay for meeting location) came to light 4 months ago. It was brought to his attention that there was an RCW that stated that there should be money to support the VFW meeting site costs. Research showed the RCW went back to 1903. Mayor decided at this point he was going to do whatever he could to make this right. Sasser talked with Commissioner Brummer who was able to get Dean Guyer and himself on the County Agenda. The mayor closed his store to be able so speak up for the VFW. Mayor stated that it was that important to him. He stated that “he is a believer that when something is right that you do what you can to make it right.” Mayor Sasser showed his appreciation to George Dodd publicly. 

Old Business: 
Ordinance No 520, Livestock within the city limits. Mayor expressed that with the comments that have been received this evening in mind, that this version has been already sent through legal and we pay them a lot of money each year to keep us out of trouble.  We are now at the point where it is up to City Council to make a determination. 
· Juliana Simon said that we want to protect the people who are doing the right thing, and she believes it is important to do this, so we do not have to do it again later. She wants people to be treated fairly and to take care of their animals the way they should. Julianna made a motion that we accept Ordinance No 520, livestock ordinance.  
· Mark Thompson stated that there are things that he doesn’t understand or agree with. Although he knows discussion has occurred at past meetings he does not feel like he has a clear understanding. His questions were about the ability for someone to come in his house without permission to pursue an animal, and if a fence roof was necessary for animal other than vicious dogs. 
· Marcia Manley stated that everything regarding dangerous dogs is already in a current ordinance. This new ordinance is just coded correctly. 
· Ron Lindgren expressed concerns about who is going to enforce this ordinance. A story was shared of a loose dog that found.  It was advertised on Facebook and the owner was located as example of enforcement. Ron added his concern of the length of the Ordinance that was added over pigs in the City. He is unhappy with the idea of big government. Marcia shared that certain things need to be added to have the ordinance be codified. Marcia shared this is not really about enforcement, but rather the teeth to be able to go after people who are not doing the right thing. Ron expressed that we do not have the government to be able to do anything about this. 
· Mark Thompson questioned why if the dogs are already an ordinance why can’t this be just about the pigs and roosters? 
· Mayor Randall reminded the council that everything starts because there is something that happened. At this point, this document has been through legal. The City has been working on this document for over a year, but on the same token it needs to be something that City Council is happy with. When Ron Lindgren was asked if dog sections are removed and a separate ordinance for livestock is created would be the answer, Ron responded: “I moved to this town because it was a small town, it was agriculture, it was livestock. It was things of that nature. You are lumping dogs and livestock and people’s ability if they want to have on their property a cow. Let them have a cow. If they want to have chickens, let them have chickens.” Mark Thompson expressed his support with Ron’s statement. 
· Ron Lindgren motioned that the Ordinance 520 be sent back to Planning Commission with the instruction to separate the dogs and the livestock. Ron stated to keep it simple. Mark Thompon added that Planning Commission needs to address the coming on your property, stating “This is America.” Mark Thompson seconded the motion. No further discussion. Motion passed unanimously. 

Other Items: 
· Time Capsule, burying on June 22 at 10:00 am. Dedication will be July 4th with presentation and plaque. 
· Gary Colvin, with wife Barbara reported they have been building the Viking Café. He reported he experienced property damage due to fireworks landing in his building on more than one occasion. He is asking for support to stop fireworks by private citizens in City limits. He provided two RCW’s in regards to fireworks outside of private property. He stated he understands the desire for people to celebrate but he would like to see the City pass a law that says that fireworks cannot be deployed in the streets.  He also stated that there is a large mess after that needs to be considered. 
· Southwest Washington Fair Representatives on site to share the fun things that will be happening this year during the fair along with other things that are happening at the fairgrounds. 
· Time Capsule Proclamation read by City Clerk, Amy Edgington for Mayor Randall Sasser. 
· Photo Camera Speed Monitoring on Williams Street was discussed by Mayor Sasser. He reported signs have been installed showing how fast drivers are going and it is not an effective deterrent. Mayor stated that we do not want to wait until someone gets hurt or killed but would like to have people start to think about what can be done. It is important that something happens to fix this. He stated that it is our job as City Council to protect the citizens of Mossyrock. Suggestions were given and short discussion occurred. 

Juliana Simon motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:26 pm. Mark Thompson seconded the motion.  No further discussion needed. Motion passed unanimously.  Next City Council meeting July 15, 2026. 
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